TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

348 

                           SEPTEMBER 20, 2010



MINUTES OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 20, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: Mike McAlpine, John Byrum, Robin S. Moon, Todd Nifong, and Norman Wilkes.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Attorney James Lanik, and Town Clerk Linda Hunt were present.  

Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS

There were none.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mayor Byrum asked that the minutes of the September 7, 2010 Town Council meeting be amended to reflect the names of the television news stations that were present for the public hearing to receive citizen input pertaining to the discharge of firearms within town limits.  Those news stations were WFMY Channel 2, Greensboro, NC; Fox 8 News, High Point, NC; and WXII Channel 12, Winston-Salem, NC.

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adopt the minutes of the September 7, 2010 Town Council regular meeting as amended.    
ADOPT AGENDA

Mayor Byrum noted the following changes needed to be made to the agenda:

Delete Item number 1. A. Easements, under VI. Regular Business Item 1. Sewer Update.

Add Closed Session in accordance with N.C.G.S. 146-318.11(a)(b), for the purpose of discussing acquisition of real property.

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as amended.    

REGULAR BUSINESS

SEWER UPDATE

A. EASEMENTS

This item was deleted from the agenda when it was adopted.

B. LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMISSION (LGC) APPROVAL OF APPLICATION

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported the Application for Approval for Installment Purchase has been submitted to the Local Government Commission.  The Town’s application is scheduled to be reviewed by the Local Government Commission at its next meeting on October 5, 2010 in Raleigh and possibly a determination will be made at that time.

Mr. Ross stated he and Town Attorney Jim Lanik are working with Industrial Federal Bank Savings Bank to finalize the details of the financing contract.  

C.  PRE-CONSTRUCTION CONFERENCE

Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council that the pre-construction conference has been set for Wednesday, October 6, 2010, at 2:00 p.m. at Town Hall.  Attending the pre-construction conference for the sewer project will be representatives from The Wooten Company, Yates Construction, Davidson County, Davidson Water, DENR, DOT along with the Town Administrator and Town Attorney.

Mr. Ross advised that if all goes well, construction of the sewer project will begin in mid-October with a completion date of six months.  Due to starting construction at this time of year with the possibility of encountering bad weather conditions, Yates Construction has requested a 15-day extension to the six months contract.  

Following discussion, it was the consensus of Council to hold a groundbreaking ceremony for the sewer project.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, with the assistance of the Sewer Committee, will coordinate the ceremony with the date, time and location to be determined.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that as of August 30, 2010, the Town of Midway has a fund balance in the amount of $2,638,836.36.

This item was for information only.

STREET LIGHTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council that Duke Energy is awaiting the final approval from the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) before they can proceed further with the installation of the street lights.

This item was for information only.

YARD CLEAN-UP

On May 5, 2008, Town Council adopted the Control of Littering, Noxious Growth and Unpermitted Junkyards Ordinance to address excessive accumulations of junk, solid waste and refuse and noxious growth of weeds, grasses or other types of plants or bushes.  The owner of a property that is in violation of this ordinance is to be notified by first class mail of the violation and is given a maximum ten days from the postmarked date of the notification to correct the violation.  If the violations are not corrected within the stated time limits, the Town may assess civil penalties for the violations.  In addition, upon excessive delay in correcting the violation, the Town may cause the offending junk, solid waste or refuse to be removed or overgrown lots to be mowed at the owner’s expense. In such cases the owner must pay all costs associated with correcting the violation in addition to any assessed civil penalties.

Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council the Town has incurred considerable costs associated with correcting these violations that, to date, have not been recovered from the property owners in violation of the ordinance.  Mr. Ross stated that he has spoken with some Davidson County staff members about other possible remedies for the Town to recoup this money.  A couple of options were discussed.  Mr. Ross and Town Attorney Jim Lanik will examine these options and report back to Council at a later date.    

Councilor Nifong asked if the Town keeps a checklist of violators of the ordinance.  Mr. Ross explained that this is handled for the Town by Davidson County and is done on an individual basis.  Mr. Ross said he is uncertain how the County keeps its records.

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine said he was interested in finding a way to recoup the Town’s cost without a long drawn-out process.

This item was for information only.

YARD SALES 

Town Administrator Ryan Ross told Council he has received several complaints from residents about the growing problem with yard sales.  Reports indicate there are several that are ongoing from week to week.  The Town’s sign ordinance states that only four yard sales are permitted per year.

Councilor Byrum suggested that the Town send a letter to those individuals who appear to be in violation of the ordinance to remind them of the number of yard sales allowed per year and to ask for their cooperation in keeping with the ordinance.

Councilor Nifong said it was important to document the violation and to develop a process for keeping track of violations.

This item was for information only.

ELECTED OFFICIALS DINNER

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reminded Council of the Elected Officials Dinner being held on September 23, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in Thomasville.

This item was for information only.

LAND USE PLAN FOR TOWN OF MIDWAY – INFORMATIONAL MEETING TO BE CONDUCTED BY    BENCHMARK CMR, INC. – TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2010, AT 7:00 P.M., AT THE MIDWAY FIRE AND RESCUE BUILDING, 228 MIDWAY SCHOOL ROAD

On May 25, 2010, Benchmark CMR, Inc. held an informational meeting at Midway United Methodist Church to receive citizen input on a land use plan for the Town of Midway.  The informational meeting was well attended with good participation by residents expressing their ideas and opinions on the proposed land use plan.  Benchmark compiled the concerns and suggestions received at that meeting and they have prepared a revised plan taking those matters into consideration.

On Tuesday, September 28, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building, Benchmark will hold an additional informational meeting for residents to review the updated Land Use Plan and will answer any questions residents may have.  

This item was for information only.   

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION

The closed session was added to the agenda at the time of adoption.

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Nifong, Council voted unanimously to recess to closed session for the purpose of discussing acquisition of real property in accordance with N.C.G.S. 146-318.11(a)(b).

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Wilkes, Council voted unanimously to reconvene to open session.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Wilkes, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






           ______________________________________________                   








    Mayor George Byrum

____________________________________

Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk
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