TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
352 

                                 OCTOBER 4, 2010



MINUTES OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 4, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE MIDWAY FIRE AND RESCUE BUILDING, 228 MIDWAY SCHOOL ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.

Councilor Todd Nifong gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: Mike D. McAlpine, John Byrum, Robin Moon, Todd Nifong, and Norman Wilkes.  Absent: None.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross and Town Clerk Linda Hunt were present.  Town Attorney Jim Lanik was absent.

Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS

Mr. Dan Wishnietsky, 300 Bent Oak Drive, addressed Council to encourage them to thoroughly consider their decisions regarding sewer easements negotiations and to be sure that the townspeople are treated fairly.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On motion by Councilor Nifong, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the September 20, 2010 regular Town Council meeting as presented.

ADOPT AGENDA
On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Wilkes, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as presented.
REGULAR BUSINESS 

FIREARM ORDINANCE

At their regular meeting on September 7, 2010, Town Council held a public hearing to receive citizen input pertaining to the discharge of firearms within the town limits of the Town of Midway at which time thirteen residents expressed their opposition to further firearm regulations.  No speakers appeared before Council in support of a firearm ordinance.  

Mayor Byrum asked Council for their input on the public hearing and how Council would like to proceed on the matter.  

Citing a specific complaint he had received from a resident, Councilor Moon asked what recourse someone would have if a firearm ordinance is not adopted.  Councilor Nifong responded that under the present County regulations which the Town has adopted, the Sheriff’s Department could seize the weapon if it is being fired in an unsafe manner.  Further discussion followed.

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Nifong, Council voted unanimously to not pursue further firearm regulations.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE FOR 2011

Town Administrator Ryan Ross presented the proposed Town of Midway Holiday Schedule for 2011, noting that it follows the County’s and State’s holiday schedules.

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt the Town of Midway Holiday Schedule for 2011 as proposed.

Town of Midway

2011 Holiday Schedule

New Year's Day

Friday, December 31, 2010

Martin Luther King Day

Monday, January 17, 2011

Good Friday


Friday, April 22, 2011

Memorial Day


Monday, May 30, 2011

Independence Day

Monday, July 4, 2011

Labor Day


Monday, September 5, 2011

Veteran's Day


Friday, November 11, 2011

Thanksgiving


Thursday, November 24, 2011

Friday, November 25, 2011

Christmas


Friday, December 23, 2011

Monday, December 26, 2011

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2011

Town Administrator Ryan Ross presented the proposed Town Council Meeting Schedule for 2011, pointing out that the schedule proposes the first meeting in July and the second meeting in December not be held to avoid conflicts with summer vacations and Christmas holidays.  

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Wilkes, Council voted unanimously to adopt the Town Council Meeting Schedule for 2011 as proposed.

2011 MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Meetings of the Midway Town Council are generally held on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month, unless otherwise listed, at 7:00 p.m.  The first meeting is held at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building located at 228 Midway School Road, Midway, NC. The second meeting is held at Town Hall located at 125 Gumtree Road, Midway, NC.

First Meeting



Second Meeting
 


January 3



January 17




February 7



February 21




March 7



March 21




April 4




April 18




May 2




May 16




June 6




June 20




July - No first meeting*


July 18




August 1



August 15




September 6 (Tuesday)**

September 19




October 3



October 17




November 7



November 21




December 5



December - No second meeting***

*To avoid conflicts with summer vacations, the first meeting in July will not be held.

**Due to the observance of Labor Day on Monday, September 5, the first meeting in September will be held on Tuesday, September 6.

***To avoid conflicts with the Christmas holidays, the second meeting in December will not be held.

CLEAN-UP OF 115 EAST ELLER DRIVE PROPERTY

Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council that on July 21, 2010, the property at 115 East Eller Road was found to be in violation of the Town of Midway Zoning Ordinance concerning Excessive Accumulations, Solid Waste and Refuse (outside storage of styrofoam and other items) and the owner was notified of said violation.  Mr. Ross reported that since that time, the property owner has requested, and has been granted, extensions of the deadline for cleaning up the property; however, to date, the property remains in violation of the ordinance.  

Mr. Ross provided Council with a copy of the last notice of violation that was mailed by certified mail on September 1, 2010 notifying the property owner that the subject property must be corrected by September 20th or a civil penalty of $25.00 for the first day and $10.00 for each subsequent day may be assessed by the Town of Midway for the violation.  The notice also advised that upon excessive delay in correcting the violation, the Town may remove the offending junk, solid waste or refuse at the owner’s expense.  In such cases, the owner must pay all costs associated with correcting the violation in addition to any assessed civil penalties.

Ms. Debbie Steadman, 543 Lori Lane, appeared on behalf of her mother, Leomie Smith, who is the Trustee of the property, to request an additional 60 days to get the property cleaned up.  Ms. Steadman acknowledged that she had promised Davidson County Zoning Officer John Mendenhall that the property would be cleaned up after Labor Day; however, due to some unusual family circumstances, Ms. Steadman stated they have been unable to get the work done and missed the deadline.   Ms. Steadman further stated she is well aware of the problem and takes full responsibility for it not being resolved before now.  

Following discussion, Councilor Robin Moon made a motion to grant the owner of the property located at 115 East Eller Drive an additional thirty (30) days to clean up the property.  Councilor Byrum seconded the motion and Council voted unanimously to approve the motion.

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reminded Council that presently if it becomes necessary for the Town to resolve a violation, such as having a property cleaned up or having a yard mowed, the Town incurs expenses associated with correcting the violation.  The property owner is then billed for the amount of costs incurred plus any assessed civil penalties and if the owner fails to pay the bill, a lien is placed against the property for the amount due.  Mr. Ross explained that under the current method, it could take a considerable amount of time to recover those costs.  Mr. Ross advised Council that he has talked with Davidson County Tax Assessor Joe Silver about a possible alternative that could add that cost to the property owner’s tax bill which should result in the Town recouping its money faster.   Mr. Ross stated that he and Town Attorney Jim Lanik will investigate the matter further and report their findings to Council.
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS
MIDWAY CHRISTMAS PARADE

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported he has been receiving telephone calls about the Midway Christmas Parade which he has referred to Mr. Bob Motsinger who is in charge of this year’s parade.  Mr. Ross also noted that Councilor Norman Wilkes has lined up a float for the Midway Town Council for the parade.

This item was for information only.

OTHER REPORTS

MIDWAY FIRE DEPARTMENT

Town Administrator Ryan Ross stated the Midway Fire Department had approached him about the possibility of Town Council considering a grant request from the Fire Department for funds to either be used for renovations to the bathrooms or for replacement of bricks on the exterior of the building.  Mr. Ross stated that there is approximately $5,000 remaining in the budget for grants.

This item was for information only.

STREET LIGHTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross said that according to Duke Energy, the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) requires much sturdier light poles installed at major intersections such as the US Highway 52/Hickory Tree Road intersection.  Duke Energy estimated the cost for the lights at that intersection to be approximately $50,000.  Mr. Ross said that he will let Council know once he gets the exact cost to install lights at that intersection.  

This item was for information only.
RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Wilkes, Council voted unanimously to recess to closed session in accordance with N.C.G.S. 146-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of discussing acquisition of real property.

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION

On motion by Councilor Nifong, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to reconvene to open session.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor Wilkes, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






           ______________________________________________                   








        George P. Byrum, Mayor

____________________________________

Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk[image: image1.png]












