TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING                                              356
OCTOBER 18, 2010


MINUTES OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 18, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.

Councilor Norman Wilkes gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: Mike McAlpine, Robin S. Moon, Todd Nifong, and Norman Wilkes.  Absent: John Byrum. Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Attorney James Lanik, and Town Clerk Linda Hunt were present.  

Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS

There were none.

At this time, Mayor George Byrum stated that Planning Board Chairman Lynn Griggs has a matter he would like to bring before Council.  

Chairman Griggs informed Council that he had been approached by the owner of a new service station opening up on Old Highway 52 who inquired about putting up a sign advertising his business.  Mr. Griggs stated that Vagn Hansen, Project Planner with consulting firm Benchmark CMR, Inc., was present when Mr. Griggs was approached by the gentlemen.  Mr. Griggs said he explained the Town’s sign ordinance and asked that the gentleman provide a copy of the sign he wanted to put up on his premises. The picture the owner presented for approval was of a portable outdoor sign. not one that would have to be constructed.  Mr. Griggs stated he would like to see those types of signs prohibited and he suggested that the sign ordinance be revisited.  He added that he feels the Town needs to take baby steps with the sign ordinance and treat everyone equally and fairly.  Mr. Griggs added that if the Town is a little lenient with the sign ordinance, it would make the transition a little easier.

Mr. Griggs advocated that the service station owner be permitted to use a portable outdoor sign on a temporary basis, from six to nine months, with the condition that the owner rolls out the sign in the mornings and rolls in the sign when he closes the station on a daily basis.

A brief discussion followed.

 Councilor Nifong said he has problems with having ordinances and not being able to enforce them.

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine asked that the Planning Board work out a solution to the problem and bring a recommendation to the Council at the Council work session in February 2011.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adopt the minutes of the October 4, 2010 Town Council regular meeting as presented.
ADOPT AGENDA

Councilor Norman Wilkes requested the agenda be amended to add the following items under VI. Regular Business:

2.
Update on Street Lights

3.
Town Hall

On motion by Councilor Wilkes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as amended.    

REGULAR BUSINESS

SEWER UPDATE

A. EASEMENT – NIFONG PROPERTY

Town Attorney Jim Lanik reported that all the signatures have been obtained for the Nifong property sewer easement.   The Town has agreed to provide the Nifongs four commercial taps and four residential taps with the understanding that the Nifongs may want to interchange the taps.  

B. LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMISSION (LGC)

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that he has gathered the remaining documentation requested by the LGC and those documents will be mailed to the LGC this week. 

C.
EASEMENT PAYMENTS
Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council payments for the sewer easements have already been paid out except for CBJ, Nifongs, Sinks and North Davidson Veterinary Hospital properties.  Checks for the above easements will be issued this week. 

Councilor Wilkes suggested that the Town have a sign made to advertise the sewer.  A brief discussion followed.

On motion by Councilor Wilkes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to approve having a large sign made to advertise the sewer.

STREET LIGHTS

This item was added to the agenda when it was adopted.

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave an update on the status of the installation of street lights by Duke Energy.  The poles have been put up but lights have not been attached to them yet.  Mr. Ross stated he still does not have an exact quote for the metal poles at the intersection of Hickory Tree Road and Highway 52 that are required by the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT).

This item was for information only.

TOWN HALL 

This item was added to the agenda when it was adopted.

Councilor Norman Wilkes said he thought it would be beneficial for the Council to visit other towns to see their town halls which could help determine the needs for the Town of Midway.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross will decide which towns the Council will visit and make the arrangements for the visits.

It was the consensus of Council to put this item on the February work session agenda.  The date for the work session has not yet been determined.

This item was for information only.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTs
CLEAN-UP UPDATE – 115 EAST ELLER DRIVE 

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that the owners of the property located at 115 East Eller Drive have made significant progress in cleaning up the property.

This item was for information only.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor Wilkes, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






           ______________________________________________                   








    Mayor George Byrum

____________________________________

Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk
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