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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MAY 4,  2009, AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE FIRE AND RESCUE BUILDING, MIDWAY SCHOOL ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  

Councilor Robin Moon gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel. 

The following Councilors were present: Mike D. McAlpine, John Byrum, Robin S. Moon, Todd M. Nifong, and Wiley E. Nifong.  Absent: None.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Clerk Linda A. Hunt, Town Attorney James Lanik, and Town Consultant Alfred Dillon were present. Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

PUBLIC ADDRESS 

Mr. Zeno Marshall, 11942 Old Highway 52, spoke in opposition of the sign ordinance, specifically the section pertaining to nonconforming signs.  Mr. Marshall urged Council to revise the ordinance to grandfather existing signs at time of adoption.  

Mr. James Turner, 1190 Hartman Road, had a question regarding voluntary annexation areas.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross said he would meet with Mr. Turner following the meeting to answer any questions told Mr. Turner may have at that time.      

ADOPT AGENDA 

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Wiley Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as presented.      

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED FROM APRIL 6, 2009 TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING – PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO TOWN OF MIDWAY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES TO RESTRICT AND REGULATE SIGNS WITHIN TOWN LIMITS 
At its regular meeting on April 6, 2009, Town Council called for a public hearing to receive citizen input on the adoption of the proposed amendments to the Town of Midway’s Code of Ordinances to restrict and  regulate signs within the town limits.

Notice of the public hearing was published in The Dispatch on March 18 and 25, 2009 as required by law.  

Mayor Byrum opened the public hearing.

Mr. Zeno Marshall, 11942 Old Highway 52, voiced his opposition to the last paragraph of the sign ordinance as proposed and urged Council to add a grandfather clause to the ordinance.  

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine said he understood Mr. Marshall’s concerns; however, he believes that five years is a good grace period for bringing non-confirming signs into compliance with the ordinance.  He pointed out that the Planning and Zoning Board can grant variances if an adjustment needs to be made.  

There being no other speakers, Mayor Byrum closed the public hearing.

On motion by Councilor Robin Moon, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to adopt the amendments to the Town of Midway’s Code of Ordinances to restrict and regulate signs within the town limits.  

The sign ordinance is incorporated in these minutes as if fully set forth herein.

REGULAR BUSINESS

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-2010 TO BE HELD ON JUNE 1, 2009, AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE MIDWAY FIRE AND RESCUE BUILDING, MIDWAY SCHOOL ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

Town Administrator Ryan Ross has presented the proposed budget for fiscal year 2009-2010 to Council with the following budget message:  

The General Fund Budget for fiscal year ending June 30, 2009 is hereby presented and proposed for the amount of $ 1,971,650.  This budget represents conservative measures to provide essential governmental services to the Town of Midway.  These goals represent a balance between residential quality of life and economic opportunity for the business community.


The property tax remains stable at five cents per $100 valuation. This budget requires fund balance appropriations totaling $1,009,510 in order to fund capital projects that are under review by various committees and the Council.


Municipal services include solid waste collection, street lights, and land use planning, zoning, and augmented public safety.


This budget is balanced and prepared in accordance with the North Carolina Budget and Fiscal Control Act.  On June 1, 2009, the Town Council will hold a public hearing on the fiscal year ending June 30, 2010 budget.  Any person who wishes to be heard on the budget may appear at that time.  This budget may be reviewed at the Town Hall.

The following is a summary of the proposed budget:

General Fund Revenues
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General Fund Appropriations
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Town Council is required to hold a public hearing to receive citizen input on the proposed budget.  A Special Meeting is scheduled to be held on June 29, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. at Town Hall for adoption of the budget.  

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to receive citizen input on the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2009-2010 to be held on June 1, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building, Midway School Road, Midway, North Carolina.

CONTRACT WITH BENCHMARK CMR, INC. – LAND USE PLAN

At their last meeting on April 6, 2009, Council unanimously approved the proposal from Benchmark CMR, Inc. for professional services to assist the Town in examining the future development potential of Highway 52 and recommendations for future land use along the corridor.  A contract incorporating the Scope of Services as contained in the proposal from Benchmark has been prepared for Council approval and signature.  The contract has been reviewed and approved by the Town Attorney.  

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to approve the contract with Benchmark CMR, Inc. and authorized the Mayor to sign the document.
ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE
At the April 6, 2009 regular Town Council meeting, Councilor Todd Nifong requested a red-lined copy of the proposed animal control ordinance so it would be easier to determine the most recent changes that have made.  Copies of the red-lined draft were provided to Council for review.  Councilor Moon, with the assistance of the Town Attorney, drafted the proposed animal control ordinance for the Town and several revisions have been made over the past few months.  

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Robin Moon, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to receive citizen input on the proposed animal control ordinance to be held on June 1, 2009 at Midway Fire and Rescue Building, Midway School Road, Midway, North Carolina.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave the following reports:

Financial Report
As of April 30, 2009, the Town has a balance of $2,462,000.79.

This item was for information only.

Set Date for Town Council Special Meeting

A Special Meeting of Town Council will be held on June 29, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. at Town Hall for adoption of the Town of Midway Budget for Fiscal Year 2009-2010 at Town Hall prior to the Town Council Planning Meeting.  

This item was for information only.  

Reminder - Town Hall Day – Wednesday, May 6, from 9:30-3:00, in Raleigh

This item was for information only.

Reminder – May Town Council Planning Meeting will be held on  Tuesday, May 26, 2009

Due to the Memorial Day holiday falling on Monday, May 25, 2009, the Planning Meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 26, 2009 at Town Hall.   

Mayor Byrum announced that Council has agreed to extend the Town’s Spring Litter Sweep until the end of spring on June 20, 2009.  

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






                               ____________________________________







                               George P. Byrum, Mayor

_________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk


