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MAY 27, 2008




MINUTES OF PLANNING SESSION OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MAY 27, 2008, AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.   

The following Councilors were present: John E. Byrum, Todd M. Nifong, Wiley E. Nifong, Mayor Pro Tem Mike D. McAlpine, and Robin S. Moon. Absent: none.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross and Town Clerk Linda Hunt were present.  Town Attorney James Lanik and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.  Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS 
Ms. Betty Nifong, Dublin Drive, urged Council to approve fair compensation for the Town of Midway Planning and Zoning Board and Board of Adjustment members.

Town Administrator Ryan Ross stated he had contacted twenty (20) North Carolina cities and towns, both large and small, to determine fair and reasonable compensation for members of the Town’s newly established Planning and Zoning Board/Board of Adjustment.  He reported that of those 20, all but five were volunteer boards.  Walnut Cove pays each board member $20 per meeting attended ($240.00 per year) based on one meeting a month.  Lexington pays board members $100 per month, not to exceed $1,200 a year.  King pays its board members $100 per meeting attended, not to exceed $1,200 a year.  Yadkinville pays its board members $15 per meeting attended ($180.00) based on one meeting a month.  Statesville pays its board members $20 per meeting attended ($240.00 per year) based on one meeting a month.  Mr. Ross pointed out that normally counties pay their Planning and Zoning Boards; however, most municipalities do not. 

Mr. Norman Wilkes, Country Lane, spoke in support of the Planning and Zoning Board receiving compensation for their services.  Mr. Wilkes also encouraged Council to continue beautification efforts for the Town.  He reported an unsightly overgrown lot at the corner of Highway 52 and Hickory Tree Road that needs attention.  Mr. Wilkes recommended that Council go ahead with having the only remaining Town decorative sign installed at the south end of Town.  

Mayor Byrum and Consultant Alfred Dillon left at 7:15 p.m. in order to attend the Davidson County Board of Commissioners meeting at which the Town’s request to hook-on to the County sewer was to be discussed.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine continued the meeting in the Mayor’s stead.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the April 28, 2008 and May 5, 2008 Town Council meetings.

GENERAL BUSINESS

TOWN OF MIDWAY MISSION STATEMENT

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine said that a draft of the mission statement has been prepared and will need to be approved by Council.  

It was the consensus of Council to place this item on the June 2, 2008 regular Council meeting agenda.
SEWER - HOOK-ON TO DAVIDSON COUNTY SEWER 

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that he and Mayor Byrum had met with the Davidson County Ad Hoc Committee regarding the Town’s request to hook-on to the County’s sewer line and the meeting went well.   

Mr. Ross told Council that he and the Mayor will be attending Town Hall Day on June 4, 2008 in Raleigh. Afterwards, he, the Mayor, and John Grey with Wooten and Company will meet with Senators Stan Bingham and Marc Basnight and officials from the North Carolina Rural Economic Development Center and the Golden Leaf Foundation to discuss the possibility of obtaining grants to help defray the costs for sewer installation.

Mayor Byrum and Town Consultant Alfred Dillon will report on the action taken by the Davidson County Board of Commissioners on the Town’s request to hook-on to the County sewer line at no cost to the Town.

It was the consensus of Council to place this item on the June 2, 2008 regular Council meeting agenda.

TOWN OF MIDWAY PLANNING & ZONING BOARD/BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

1. APPOINTMENTS AND TERMS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross stated that it is recommended that the terms of the Planning and Zoning Board/Board of Adjustment be staggered, beginning with three members having four year terms and two members having two year terms.  Once the two-year terms are up, all appointments to the Board will then be four year terms.

2. COMPENSATION

The proposed compensation for the Planning and Zoning Board/Board of Adjustment is $75 per member per month, plus training costs and reimbursement for mileage and expenses incurred. 

Mr. Norman Wilkes asked if consideration had been given to paying the chairman a higher amount than the other Board members due to the additional work and responsibilities that is involved in that position. 

Mr. Ross stated the Planning Board is scheduled to meet tomorrow night (May 28th) and these matters will be discussed at that time.

Councilor Todd Nifong requested the Town Manager to check into supplementary compensation for any additional meetings that the Council may require Board members to attend.

It was the consensus of Council to place this item on the June 2, 2008 regular Council meeting agenda.                                                                                                                      

LEASH LAW ORDINANCE 

Town Administrator Ryan Ross told Council that he has received a number of complaints from residents regarding animal control issues and, therefore, brings the matter to Council for discussion.  The County has an animal control ordinance but it does not cover leash law.  That ordinance could be expanded if Council wishes to put tighter rules in place.   Mr. Ross has spoken with the Sheriff of Davidson County who said his department would assist with enforcing a leash law ordinance if the Council adopts such an ordinance.

Town Attorney Jim Lanik distributed copies of the Davidson County Animal Control Ordinance which is part of the County ordinances that Council has already adopted. 

Councilor Todd Nifong expressed his opposition to the Town having a leash law ordinance, stating he felt that the County’s ordinance adequately addresses the issue.  He stated he would be glad field any complaints that residents may have if they wanted to speak to a Council member.

It was the consensus of Council to place this item on the June 2, 2008 regular Council meeting agenda.

NOISE ORDINANCE

Town Attorney Jim Lanik informed Council that Davidson County does not have a noise ordinance; however, he has obtained examples of noise ordinances from the cities of Archdale and Lexington for Council’s review.  Copies of those examples were given to Council.

It was the consensus of Council to place this item on the June 2, 2008 regular Council meeting agenda.

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT ORDINANCE

Town Attorney Jim Lanik distributed copies of the sections of the Davidson County ordinances relating to adult entertainment.  Mr. Lanik stated that Council needs to be aware that there could possibly be some First Amendment issues raised with such an ordinance, especially as it relates to bookstores.  

It was the consensus of Council to place this item on the June 2, 2008 regular Council meeting agenda. 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave the following reports:

Emergency Response Plan

As requested by Council, Town Administrator Ryan Ross has checked into the possibility of the Town developing its own Emergency Response Plan.  Currently, the Town falls under the Davidson County Emergency Response Plan but Council could take it a step further and set up the Town’s own plan.  Mr. Ross stated that if Council wishes, he could have the Sheriff and Fire Marshall to come before Council to explain the details involved with developing an Emergency Response Plan.

Councilor Byrum stated he thought that would be a good work session item.

Renewal of Certificate of Deposit with NewBridge Bank

The certificate of deposit with NewBridge Bank that has matured has been renewed for six (6) months at an interest rate of 3.5%.  It will come due on October 8, 2008 and there will be no penalty for early withdrawal if necessary.

Farmers Market

Due to encountering a problem with finding a location for the Farmers Market, the opening of the Farmers Market will be delayed.  Mr. Ross emphasized that the Farmers Market is not a town-sponsored event but is volunteer-driven.

Street Lights

Duke Energy has informed Mr. Ross that due to responding to recent tornados in the State, crews are behind in their work and, therefore, installation of the Town’s street lights will be delayed further.  No timeframe was given as to when installation would begin. 

Town to Host Mayors/Managers Meeting in September

The Town of Midway is scheduled to host the Mayors/Managers dinner meeting in September.  The date and location needs to be determined so arrangements and invitations can be made.

Change of Location or Date for Town Council Regular Meeting Scheduled for October 6, 2008

The Fire Department has informed Mr. Ross that the Fire and Rescue Building will not be available for the October 6th Council meeting. There is an annual Fire Department event already scheduled for that date.  Tuesday, October 7th, is available if Council wishes to delay their regular meeting date until then. A decision on the change in location or date for the October 6, 2008 regular meeting of the Council needs to be made and notice given of the change.

Reminder – Town Hall Day – Wednesday, June 4, 2008 – Raleigh, NC 

Town Hall Day is Wednesday, June 4th, in Raleigh.  Following the conclusion of Town Hall Day, Mayor Byrum, Town Administrator Ryan Ross, and John Grey with Wooten & Company will be meeting with Senators Stan Bingham and Marc Basnight and officials from the North Carolina Rural Economic Development Center and Golden Leaf Foundation to discuss availability of grant funds.   

CLOSED SESSION

It was the consensus of Council to cancel the Closed Session for this meeting and reschedule it for the June 2, 2008 regular Council meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






               _____________________________________







   
   George P. Byrum, Mayor

 _________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk

