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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MARCH 9, 2009, AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE FIRE AND RESCUE BUILDING, MIDWAY SCHOOL ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

The March 2, 2009 Town Council Regular Meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather and was rescheduled for March 9, 2009. 

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  

Dr. Ron Baity, Pastor at Berean Baptist Church, gave the invocation and Mayor George Byrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel. 

The following Councilors were present: Mike D. McAlpine, John Byrum, Robin S. Moon, Todd M. Nifong, and Wiley E. Nifong.  Absent: None.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Clerk Linda A. Hunt, Town Attorney James Lanik, and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.   Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

PUBLIC ADDRESS 

Judy Parker, 392 Ivy Yokeley Road, and Pamela Beane, 836 Mt. Vernon Church Road appeared before Council to ask for Council’s assistance in helping to get the word out about the organization they have recently formed to help animals in the Midway community.  Ms. Parker and Ms. Beane said they are also seeking volunteers to help the organization.  

Thomas M. Lynge, 312 Garden Valley Drive, commended Council for the amount of effort they have put into making the incorporation of the Town of Midway become a reality.  He said, however, he does have some concerns regarding the funding of several projects outlined in Council’s 2008 Year-End Review.  Mr. Lynge presented Council with a written list of his concerns and items he would like to see addressed.

ADOPT AGENDA 

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as presented.  

REGULAR BUSINESS

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING – ADOPTION OF DAVIDSON COUNTY FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE AS REQUIRED BY FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA)

To comply with Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) regulations, the Town of Midway must have a Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance in place in order to receive these federal funds if Midway was to suffer a disaster such as a tornado.  This can be accomplished by adopting the Davidson County Flood Prevention Ordinance.  

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to be held on April 6, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building, 228 Midway School Road in Midway, to receive citizen input on adoption of the Davidson County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance as required by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

Copies of ordinance are available at Town Hall and on the Town’s website (www.townofmidway-gov.net) for review.  

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING – ADOPTION OF SIGN ORDINANCE
At the February 23, 2009 Town Council Planning Meeting, the Planning and Zoning Board recommended Town Council adopt the proposed amendments to the Town’s ordinance to restrict and regulate signs within the town limits.  .      
On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Robin Moon, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to be held on April 6, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building, 228 Midway School Road in Midway, to receive citizen input on adoption of amendments to the Town of Midway’s ordinance restricting and regulating signs within the town limits.
Copies of ordinance are available at Town Hall and on the Town’s website (www.townofmidway-gov.net) for review.

TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS

As a means to better communicate with its residents, the Town has begun the process of evaluating various communication systems that would give the Town the ability to schedule, send and track personalized voice messages to all the residents of Midway in just minutes through a single phone call

Town Administrator Ryan Ross told Council he will be meeting with Mr. Steve Linhan of The NTI Group, Inc. regarding the company’s Connect CTY system on April 1, 2009.  The company has submitted a proposal for the set-up and maintenance of the system in the amount of $6,500 per year which is based on the number of households in Midway.  Mr. Ross will give Council an update after his meeting with Mr. Linhan.

Councilor Robin Moon said he has also been checking with other companies that provide this type of service and he will provide Council with the information he has gathered once he has it finalized.  Councilor Moon noted that the price quotes he has received so far are considerably less than that of The NTI Group, Inc.

This item was presented for information only.         

WINSTON-SALEM URBAN AREA TRANSPORTATION NEEDS LIST – HICKORY TREE ROAD PROJECT

The purpose of this project is to relieve congestion and assist with growth/land use by widening Hickory Tree Road to a multi-lane road (3 or more lanes) from US 52 to NC 150 (2.81 miles).  The reasoning behind this project is that Hickory Tree Road connects NC 150 with US 52, both of which have direct access into Forsyth County and Winston-Salem for the residents of northern Davidson County. The estimated cost of the project is $12,050,000 and would be fully funded by the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT).

Town Administrator Ryan Ross stated that the Hickory Tree Road Widening Project is currently twelfth (12th) on the Winston-Salem Urban Area Transportation Needs List, up from thirteenth (13th) on last year’s list.  Leaving this project on the list would allow the Town to have the option of possibly replacing it with another one of Council’s choosing.   

This item was presented for information only.  No action required by Council.  

STREET LIGHTS – PROPOSED EXTENSION DOWN HICKORY TREE ROAD

Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council that it would only take an additional thirteen (13) street lights to extend the lights all the way to the town limit on Hickory Tree Road at a cost of $9.48 per light ($1,478.88 per year). Mr. Ross reported that the amount spent to date on street lights is well within budget and no additional funding would be needed in the current budget to extend the street lights on Hickory Tree Road to the town limit.    

Consultant Al Dillon pointed out that street lights along a major thoroughfare benefit the motorists as well as all the residents of Midway.  These lights are not targeted for the residences along that route.   

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to extend street lights on the town limit on Hickory Tree Road.  

NORTH CAROLINA MARRIAGE AMENDMENT RESOLUTION 

Dr. Ron Baity, Pastor at Berean Baptist Church, strongly urged Council to adopt the resolution in support of the North Carolina Marriage Amendment.  Dr. Baity said that, to date, thirty (30) states have passed marriage protection amendments that place the traditional definition of marriage as the union of one man and one woman in their state constitutions and that North Carolina is the only state in the southern United States that has not protected marriage in its constitution.

Adoption of the resolution would signify that the Midway Town Council believes it is in the best interest of the people of the Town of Midway and the State of North Carolina to define marriage in the North Carolina Constitution as the union of one man and one woman at one time and would request that the North Carolina General Assembly approve legislation for the qualified voters in the State to vote for or against amending the Constitution.

On motion by Councilor Robin Moon, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt the resolution in support of an amendment to the North Carolina Constitution defining marriage as the union of one man and one woman at one time.

The resolution is incorporated in these minutes as if fully set forth herein.  

VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION 

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave Council an update on the voluntary annexation requests that have been received.  All the property owners in the Kensington subdivision have signed a request to be annexed into the Town and have submitted the request to the Town Administrator.  However, before the Town can proceed further on the voluntary annexation request, the City of Winston-Salem must agree to release that area.  According to the Town’s charter, the Town may not annex any property west of Payne Road without the written permission of the City of Winston-Salem.    

Mr. Ross told Council that the people in other areas who have expressed an interest in being voluntarily annexed are still in the process of obtaining the required signatures.  
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave the following reports:

Financial Report

As of February 28, 2009, the Town has total funds in the amount of $1,979,848.67. 
For information only.

Reminder - Town Council Budget Work Session – 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 4, 2009 at Town Hall 

Council was reminded of the Budget Work Session scheduled for Saturday, April 4, 2009, beginning at 9:00 a.m. at Town Hall.

For information only.  

Sewer Committee Meeting – 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 5, 2009 at Town Hall

The Sewer Steering Committee met on Thursday, March 5, 2009, at Town Hall. 

For information only. 

Development of Land Use Plan – Working with a Professional Planning Organization

The Planning and Zoning Board has previously reported the need for a Land Use Plan for Midway and recommended hiring a professional planning organization to assist with the development of a plan.  Benchmark, Inc. out of Kannapolis, North Carolina performs such services and the Town Administrator has asked them to submit a proposal for their services.

For information only.

Mr. Ross advised Council that he has received the bids for the clean-up of the property on Ralph Miller Road and he has turned them over to the County for handling. 

OTHER

Geotechnical Survey for Sewer Line

Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council that he has received a proposal from S&ME, Inc. out of Greensboro, North Carolina, for engineering services to perform the geotechnical survey for the proposed sewer line in the amount of $6,100, which is well below the budgeted amount of $10,000.

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to approve the contract with S&ME, Inc. to perform the geotechnical survey and to authorize the Mayor to execute the contract, subject to approval by the Town Attorney.  

Road Survey

Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council that he has received a proposal from US Infrastructure of Carolina, Inc., consulting engineers out of Greensboro, North Carolina, to perform a survey of the pavement conditions of the roads in Midway in the amount of $13,500, which is below the budgeted amount of $15,000.  The study is needed to give the Town to have a baseline in the event that the North Carolina Department of Transportation should turn the roads over to Midway for maintenance in the future.    
On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Robin Moon, Council approved the contract with US Infrastructure of Carolina, Inc. to perform a survey of the pavement conditions of the roads in Midway and authorized the Mayor to execute the contract, subject to approval by the Town Attorney, by a 3-2 split vote.  Voting in favor were:  Councilors John Byrum, Robin Moon and Wiley Nifong.  Voting against were:  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine and Councilor Todd Nifong.  

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






                               ____________________________________







                               George P. Byrum, Mayor

_________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk

