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MINUTES OF PLANNING SESSION OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MARCH 30, 2009 AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  

Mayor Byrum gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: Mike D. McAlpine, Robin S. Moon, Todd Nifong, John Byrum, and Wiley E. Nifong.  Absent: None.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Clerk Linda Hunt, Town Attorney James Lanik, and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.  Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS 
Mr. Bill Settle, 181 Sentury Court, addressed Council to convey the interest of the residents in the Merrifield Subdivision in being annexed into the Town of Midway.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 23, 2009 Planning Meeting as presented.

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2009 Regular Meeting as presented.     

GENERAL BUSINESS

Mayor Byrum requested that the agenda be amended to add “Voluntary Annexation” under General Business as Item No. 1.  

On motion by Councilor Moon, seconded by Councilor Wiley Nifong, Council voted unanimously to amend the agenda to add “Voluntary Annexation” as Item 1 under General Business.    

VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION

This item was added to the agenda.

Town Administrator Ryan Ross updated Council on the status of voluntary annexation petitions.  Mr. Ross stated that there seems to be a lot of interest in several areas in being annexed into the Town of Midway.  Currently, residents in the Payne, Hartman and Union Grove Roads area are in the process of obtaining the required signatures of the property owners to petition the Council for voluntary annexation consideration.   All of property owners in the Kensington subdivision have already signed a form requesting annexation. In subdivisions, 100% participation is required.  Mr. Ross stated that voluntary annexation is beneficial to both the Town and the property owners.

Town Attorney Jim Lanik explained the procedure for voluntary annexation as set forth in North Carolina General Statutes (NCGS) Article 4A – Extension of Corporate Limits, Subsection 160A-31. Annexation by Petition.  The following is a brief summary of the voluntary annexation procedure:

(a) Governing Board may annex any area contiguous to its boundaries upon presentation to the Governing Board of a petition signed by the owners of all the real property located within such area.  The petition shall be signed by each owner of real property in the area and shall contain the address of each such owner.  The petition should also include the boundaries of such area.  

(b) Petition shall be prepared in a specified format.  

(c) Clerk investigates the sufficiency of the petition and certifies the result of the investigation.  Upon receipt of the certification, the Governing Board shall fix a date for a public hearing on the question of annexation, and shall cause notice of the public hearing to be published once in a newspaper having general circulation in the municipality at least 10 days prior to the date of the public hearing.
(d)  At the public hearing, all persons owning property in the area to be annexed shall be given an opportunity to be heard.  Governing Board shall have authority to make the annexing ordinance effective immediately or on any specified date within six months from the date of passage of the ordinance.
Mr. Lanik advised Council that the Town could not initiate voluntary annexation.  The property owners have to come to Council.  

CONTRACT WITH BENCHMARK, INC. – LAND USE PLAN

Town Administrator Ryan Ross presented the proposal from Benchmark CMR, Inc. for the services it can provide to assist the Town in examining the future development potential of Highway 52 and recommendations for future land use along the corridor.  The proposal includes professional staff time, travel and materials to complete the project.  Benchmark provided the following cost estimates for the four areas identified during the project scoping meeting and a total project fee to complete all four of the areas as one project:  

Highway 52 Corridor Plan

Estimated Cost of Services:   $25,000 (All options)

Major Areas

Area A or B - $14,000

Area A and B - $18,000

Additional Options

Area C - $2,000

Area D - $5,000

Time frame: Approximately 180 days or less

The proposal states that as the Town of Midway considers future growth and land development along its primary business corridor (Old and New US Highway 52), it is important to plan for new development prior to the installation of infrastructure improvements.  The Town may desire to protect its investment in new utilities by developing a plan for the type of uses that will maximize the development potential and return on investment along this key corridor.  In addition, the Hickory Tree Road interchange has potential to become a major center of commercial development in Northern Davidson County along new US Highway 52 between Winston-Salem and Lexington near the Childress development.

The steps in the process and scope of services were included in the proposal as well.

Mr. Ross explained that if Council approves the proposal, a budget amendment would be necessary.  The funds would be transferred from the recycling line item and, therefore, would not increase the current budget.  

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine stated Benchmark is an extremely professional company.

It was the consensus of Council to put this item on the April 6, 2009 regular meeting agenda.

CONTRACT WITH AUDITOR – ALLRED AND CARRICK CPAS, PC

Town Administrator Ryan Ross stated that Allred and Carrick CPAS, PC performed last year’s audit for 2007-2008 and have submitted a contract to provide audit services for fiscal year 2008-2009 in the amount of $5,500, which is the same as last year’s cost. 

It was the consensus of Council to put this item on the April 6, 2009 regular meeting agenda.

ANIMAL CONTROL

Councilor Moon presented Council with his latest draft of an animal control ordinance, which he said had been reviewed by the Town Attorney.

This item was put on the April 6, 2009 regular meeting agenda.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Reminder – Budget Work Session – Saturday, April 4, 2009, beginning at 9:00 am, at Town Hall

The Council will hold a Budget Work Session on Saturday, April 4, 2009, beginning at 9:00 a.m. at Town Hall.  For information only.

Public Hearings Scheduled for April 6, 2009 Town Council Regular Meeting  

a. Proposed  Amendments to the Town of Midway’s Code of Ordinances restricting and regulating signs within the town limits

b. Adoption of Davidson County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance
Advertisement of the public hearings on these two ordinances was published in The Dispatch on March 18 and 25, 2009 as required by law.  For information only.

Reminder – Office to Close on Friday, April 10, 2009 in Observance of the Easter Holiday

Town Hall will be closed on Friday, April 10, 2009 in observance of the Easter holiday.  For information only.

Reminder - Town Hall Day – Wednesday, May 6, from 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. in Raleigh

The North Carolina League of Municipalities has set Wednesday, May 6, 2009 as Town Hall Day from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Raleigh.  This day is set aside for local elected officials to have the opportunity to meet with their State Legislators.  Registration is required.  For information only.    

Hosting Mayors/Managers Breakfast Meeting – April 13, 2009 – 7:30 a.m. 

The Town of Midway is hosting the next Mayors’/Managers’ Breakfast Meeting on Monday, April 13, 2009, at 7:30 a.m. at John Wayne’s Barbecue in Lexington.  Mayors, Managers and Legislators attend these breakfast meetings.  For information only. 

Invitation from High Point City Council – Luncheon and Tour – High Point Furniture Market – April 24, 2009, 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

The Midway Town Council has received an invitation from the High Point City Council to attend a luncheon and tour of the High Point Furniture Market on April 24, 2009, from 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.   Response to invitation is needed by April 20.  For information only.

Other

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine stated that the Sewer Steering Committee will be meeting on Thursday, April 2, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

Planning Board Chairman Lynn Griggs told Council that the Planning Board is heading up a roadside clean-up on Saturday, April 4th, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  Mr. Griggs invited Council to participate in the event.  The purpose of this effort is to have the area cleaned up in time for Easter.  
ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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    George P. Byrum, Mayor

 _________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerkto adj
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