TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
272 

                                     MARCH 1, 2010



MINUTES OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON MARCH 1, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.

Councilor Norman Wilkes gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: John Byrum, Mike D. McAlpine, Robin S. Moon, Todd Nifong, and Norman Wilkes.  Absent: None.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Attorney James Lanik, Town Clerk Linda Hunt and Town Consultant Al Dillon were present.  

Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS
There were none.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Norman Wilkes, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2010 Town Council Work Session. 

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Robin Moon, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 15, 2010 Town Council Regular Meeting.   

ADOPT AGENDA

Mayor Byrum stated the agenda needs to be amended to add the following items under VI. Regular Business as Items 1 and 2 and move the other items down in the order shown on the agenda:

1. Midway Elementary School Parent/Teacher Organization – Grant Application 

2. Litter Sweep 

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as amended.       

REGULAR BUSINESS 

MIDWAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO) – GRANT APPLICATION
Mr. Clay Mize, President-Elect of the Midway Elementary School PTO, addressed Council regarding the Grant Application submitted on behalf of the PTO for the cost of installation of new playground equipment.  The PTO has received a proposal from Playgrounds of the Carolinas for the purchase and installation of the new equipment, totaling $29,430.76.  Of that total, the cost for installation is $5,200, which is the amount the PTO is requesting from the Town of Midway.  Mr. Mize has received approval from Davidson County Schools for installation of the playground equipment as approved with the stipulations that the equipment must be installed by certified installers and must have all proper inspections before the equipment can be put into service.  

Mr. Mize also noted that the original request submitted by the PTO approximately a year ago was for $20,000; however, the PTO has raised $22,000 over the last two years toward the project which is over and above the PTO’s regular budget.  Thus, the requested amount has been reduced to $5,200 to cover just the cost of the installation.

Town Attorney Jim Lanik advised Council that his only concern is that the Midway Elementary School PTO is not registered with the North Carolina Secretary of State and, therefore, does not have the status of a not-for-profit entity as required under the Grant Application Guidelines.  Mr. Lanik noted, however, that the process for receiving that status is relatively simple and should only take a short time to complete. 

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to approve the request by the Midway Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization for a grant in the amount of $5,200 for the cost of installation of the new playground equipment, contingent upon the PTO receiving its non-profit status.

The Town’s current year’s budget includes $10,000 for grants.  To date, only the PTO has submitted a grant application to Council.  

SPRING LITTER SWEEP

Planning Board Chairman Lynn Griggs stated that last year’s Spring Litter Sweep to clean up the Town for the Easter Cross Walk was successful and he has received a lot of positive comments from participants in the Cross Walk regarding the Town’s cleanliness.  Mr. Griggs stated he would like to see the Spring Litter Sweep continued for this year’s Cross Walk.  The clean-up would be held the weekend prior to Easter.

It was the consensus of Council to promote the Spring Litter Sweep and directed that the information be put on the Town’s website.    

PROPOSAL FROM BENCHMARK CMR, INC. – TOWN-WIDE LAND USE PLAN AND LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 

A. ADOPT BUDGET AMENDMENT

B. APPROVE PROPOSAL FROM BENCHMARK CMR, INC.

Town Administrator Ryan Ross stated that at the last regular meeting, Council was advised that a decision needs to be made on the proposal from Benchmark CMR, Inc. for preparation of a Town-wide Land Use Plan and a Land Development Ordinance.  Council took no action on the proposal but directed it be placed on the agenda for the March 1, 2010 Town Council regular meeting.  

Benchmark’s proposal for development of the Town-wide Land Use Plan and Land Development Ordinance and the cost for their services are as follows:


Land Use Plan – February – July 2010 at a cost of $17,500 


Land Development Ordinance – July – December 2010 at a cost of $19,500   

Prior to approval of the proposal from Benchmark CMR, Inc., Town Council must appropriate funds for Benchmark’s services by adopting a budget amendment transferring funds from General Administration Capital Outlay to Planning Board Contract Services.  

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to adopt Budget Amendment 1-10 to appropriate funds in the amount of $17,500 for services to be provided by Benchmark CMR, Inc. for a Town-wide Land Use Plan.

Town of Midway

Budget Amendment No. BA-1-10

For Year Ended June 30, 2010

Be it ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Midway, North Carolina at its regular meeting the 1st day of March, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. that the following budget amendment be adopted to appropriate funds for Benchmark services.










Increase (Decrease)

General Fund

Admin Capital Outlay







$    (17,500)

Planning Board Contract Services





$      17,500

On motion by Councilor Moon, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to approve the proposal from Benchmark CMR, Inc. for preparation of a Town-wide Land Use Plan and a Land Development Ordinance for the Town of Midway.

SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE - FORMAL PRESENTATION AND RECOMMENDATION BY THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD TO THE TOWN COUNCIL

Planning Board Chairman Lynn Griggs presented the proposed Subdivision Ordinance for the Town of Midway to the Town Council and stated that it is the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Board that Council adopt the Subdivision Ordinance.

The public hearing to receive citizen input on the adoption of the Subdivision Ordinance has been set for Monday, March 15, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall. 

ADOPT AMENDMENT TO THE ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CITY OF WINSTON-SALEM AND TOWN OF MIDWAY ANNEXATION AGREEMENT

Town Attorney Jim Lanik advised Council he has submitted the Town’s revisions to the annexation agreement to Greg Turner with the City of Winston-Salem but he has not yet heard anything back from Mr. Turner.  Mr. Lanik said he felt sure the revisions would go through the City’s legal process before they are approved, noting that more than likely, it would have to go back before Winston-Salem’s City Council for action.

This was a status update only.     

APPOINTMENTS TO PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD

On May 5, 2008, Town Council adopted an ordinance to organize and appoint the Planning and Zoning Board/Board of Adjustment.   The ordinance calls for the terms of the appointments to be staggered.  Town Council made the following initial appointments for the terms as indicated: Lynn Griggs and Jackie Edwards to four-year terms and Sue Stephens, Lee Ann Thomas and Charles Waddell to two-year terms.  The two-year terms will expire in April of this year; therefore, Council will need to make appointments for the expired terms.   Those appointments will serve four-year terms. 

Mayor Byrum opened the floor for nominations.

Councilor Byrum nominated Charles Waddell.  

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine nominated Lee Ann Thomas.

Councilor Nifong nominated Sue Stephens.

Councilor Wilkes moved that the nominations be closed.  Councilor Byrum seconded the motion and Council voted unanimously to approve the appointments of Charles Waddell, Lee Ann Thomas and Sue Stephens to the Planning and Zoning Board/Board of Adjustment for four-year terms which will expire on April 30, 2014.  

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS
UPDATE ON STREET LIGHTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross said he had spoken with Duke Energy representatives this week and was informed that they would start and finish the installation of the remaining street lights in April.  Duke Energy will also replace and repair any existing street lights at the same time.  

This was presented for information only.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that as of January 31, 2010, the Town’s fund balance is $2,158,134.67.  

Mr. Ross stated it now appears that the State will withhold a portion or all of the franchise taxes for the next fiscal year. 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION 

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Nifong, Council voted unanimously to recess to Closed Session in accordance with NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5) for the purpose of discussing matters pertaining to acquisition of real property for easements for sewer lines A and B. 

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to reconvene to Open Session at which time Council added an item to the agenda for action.  

ADDED:

HIRING OF AN EASEMENT ACQUISITION SPECIALIST

On motion by Councilor Wilkes, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to hire Easement Acquisition Specialist Ashley Brooks as the core person to acquire the remaining sewer easements needed for Lines A and B at a rate of $35.00 per hour.  

Ms. Brooks will coordinate her work with Town Attorney Jim Lanik.

ADJOURNMENT 

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






           ______________________________________________                   








        George P. Byrum, Mayor

____________________________________

Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk[image: image1.png]












