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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
82 
                                 JULY 28, 2008


MINUTES OF PLANNING SESSION OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON JULY 28, 2008, AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  

Mayor Byrum gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.   

The following Councilors were present: John E. Byrum, Todd M. Nifong, and Mayor Pro Tem Mike D. McAlpine.  Absent: Robin S. Moon and Wiley E. Nifong.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Clerk Linda Hunt, Town Attorney James Lanik, and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.  Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS 
There were none.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the June 30, 2008 Planning Meeting, July 7, 2008 Regular Meeting,  and July 11, 2008 Special Meeting.

GENERAL BUSINESS

APPOINTMENTS TO LAND SEARCH SUBCOMMITTEE

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine briefly explained the purpose for creating the Land Search Subcommittee is to begin search for possible sites that the Town could purchase on which a park/ green area/town hall could be located.  The subcommittee will consist of three appointed members plus a representative from Town Council.  After conducting the search, the subcommittee will report their findings and give their recommendations to Council on potential sites.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine recommended that Jackie Edwards be appointed as a member of the subcommittee to serve as the representative of the Planning and Zoning Board and that Ms. Edwards serve as chairman of the subcommittee.  He stated that with her experience from serving as the secretary of the Planning Board, Ms. Edwards could advise the subcommittee on proper procedure for conduct of the meetings.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine recommended Dan Wishnetsky and Beverly Fishel as the other two members of the subcommittee.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine will serve as the Council representative.      

It was agreed that the land search should be a short process and expedited.

Mayor Byrum stated he would like for the subcommittee to search out all potential sites and not just those currently on the market.

Town Attorney Jim Lanik reminded Council that the subcommittee is a public body just like the Town Council and the Planning and Zoning Board and falls under the open meetings law.  Notice of the meetings must be given.   Mr. Lanik suggested that once the members of the subcommittee are selected, they hold an organizational meeting to set out the ground rules for meetings, to decide and post a schedule of regular meetings (if desired), and to take care of some of the more ministerial tasks of starting a committee.  

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to appoint Jackie Edwards as acting chair, Dan Wishnetsky, Beverly Fishel and Mike McAlpine to serve as members of the Land Search Subcommittee to explore the acquisition of acreage to be used for a park/ green area/town hall.   

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave the following reports:

Sewer

Possible dates for Council to meet with John Grey and Buck Kennedy of the engineering company of Wooten & Company to discuss sewer funding possibilities are:  August 11, 13, or 18, 2008.  Council selected August 18, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. as the date and time for the informational meeting which will basically be a question and answer session.

Elected Officials Dinner Meeting

The Elected Officials Dinner Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 18th, at Faith Missionary Alliance Church.  It was the consensus of Council to change the time from 7:00 pm to 6:30 pm.  Councilor Byrum has secured a caterer but a menu has not yet been decided.  The cost per plate would depend on selections made.  Council was in agreement to keep the cost between $7.50 and $9.50 per plate.  

Invitations are to include an RSVP date of one week prior to the dinner meeting.

Street Lights

Installation of the first 33 of the street lights are scheduled to begin this week once the contract is signed and returned to Duke Energy.

Reminder – Public Hearings at August 4, 2008 Regular Town Council Meeting

Council will just be taking comments at the public hearings scheduled for the August 4, 2008 Regular Town Council Meeting for consideration.  No action will be taken at that time.  Mayor Byrum will make a general opening statement to that effect prior to beginning the public hearings.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adjourn.






               _____________________________________







   
   George P. Byrum, Mayor

 _________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerkto adj
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