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MINUTES OF PLANNING MEETING OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON JULY 27, 2009 AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.

Mayor Byrum gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: John Byrum, Mike D. McAlpine, Robin S. Moon, and Todd Nifong. Absent: Councilors Robin Moon and Wiley Nifong.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Attorney James Lanik, Town Clerk Linda Hunt, and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.  

Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS
There were no speakers.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the June 26, 2009 Town Council Special Meeting as presented.

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the June 26, 2009 Planning Meeting as presented.

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2009 Regular Meeting as presented.

GENERAL BUSINESS

REZONING REQUEST BY RICKY AND TERRI SHORE - LOT 44A (3.6 AREAS, MORE OR LESS), TAX MAP 12, MIDWAY TOWNSHIP -RA-1, RURAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT, TO RA-3, RURAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT – PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR THE AUGUST 3, 2009 TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

At its regular meeting on July 6, 2009, Town Council called for a public hearing to receive citizen input on the rezoning request by Ricky and Terri Shore for Lot 44A (3.6 acres, more or less), Tax Map 12, Midway Township from RA-1, Rural Agricultural District, to RA-3, Rural Agricultural District.  The purpose of the rezoning request is to allow a single wide manufactured home to be placed on the lot, which is not permitted under the current RA-1 zoning of the property.  However, RA-3 zoning would permit a single wide manufactured home to be put on the property.  The Midway Planning and Zoning Board heard the request at its regular meeting on June 30, 2009 and it was the Board’s recommendation that Town Council grant the rezoning request.  

Discussion followed regarding the process and proper procedures for rezoning.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine said he believed the Institute of Government offers training for planning boards that he believes would be beneficial for the Midway Planning and Zoning Board and Council.  Planning Board members in attendance indicated they were very interested in training opportunities.  Funds are available in the budget to pay for such training.           

The public hearing on the rezoning request will be held at the Town Council regular meeting on August 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. to receive citizen input on the request.

VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION 

A.  AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF WINSTON-SALEM 

B. SURVEY

Town Administrator Ryan Ross provided Town Council with copies of the Winston-Salem/Bethania Annexation Agreement as an example of the agreement and procedure the Town of Midway and the City of Winston-Salem would follow if Council decides to move forward with the voluntary annexations.  Effective date for the annexation would be July 1, 2010.  

Mr. Ross recommended the Town not proceed with the survey for the annexations until the Town Council is certain they want to proceed.  

Councilor John Byrum asked about the status of possible legislation to reduce the percentage of signatures required on voluntary annexation petitions from 100% to 75%.  Mr. Ross said that he had not heard anything about it recently.

This item was for information only.  No action taken.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – CLOSED SESSION AT THE TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING ON AUGUST 3, 2009

Councilor Byrum told Council that Mr. Steve Googe, Executive Director of the Davidson County Economic Development Commission (DCEDC), had approached him after the last DCEDC Board meeting about the possibility of the Midway Town Council holding a closed session for the purpose of discussing economic development.  Councilor Byrum, Town Administrator Ryan Ross, and Mr. Googe are scheduled to meet again at lunch on Thursday, July 30 to discuss the matter further.  

It was the consensus of Council to include a Closed Session August 3, 2009 agenda for the Town Council  2009 regular Town Council meeting to discuss economic development.    

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave the following reports/updates:

Sewer Update
One of parcels of land on which an easement is needed to cross the property for the sewer line is tied up in an estate.  To date, no one has been appointed to administer the estate; therefore, no one has the authority to grant the easement, causing a delay in the project.  Also, a decision on the site for the pump station needs to be made.  Mr. John Grey, Engineering Consultant with The Wooten Company, has recommended the Town wait until the easements are complete before proceeding further.  Benchmark CMR, Inc. will assist with preparation of the necessary ordinances for this project.

For information only.    

Reminder – Planning Board Meeting - Tuesday, July 28, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall

A joint meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board and Sewer Committee with Benchmark CMR, Inc. will be held on Tuesday, July 28, 2009, at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall.

For information only.

Midway Elementary School PTO – Grant Application

Midway Elementary School PTO president Mary Byrd has submitted the completed grant application form to the Town Administrator.  The PTO is requesting a matching grant from the Town of Midway in the amount of $20,000 for playground equipment.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross advised Ms. Byrd that the action on the request would be delayed until the State adopts its budget for Fiscal Year 2009-2010. Mr. Ross said Ms. Byrd understood the situation.

For information only.

Hayes Road Property

The Davidson County Inspection Department has determined the structure at 230 Hayes Road in Midway does not conform to the Town’s ordinance entitled “CONDEMNATION, REPAIR AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE STRUCTURES” and is in violation of State Technical Codes.  The structure is in a state of disrepair, windows are broken out, and screens are damaged, potential for fire damage is apparent.  The lot is overgrown contributing to the potential for fire damage.  By letter dated July 23, 2009 from the Davidson County Inspection Department, the owner was notified that the structure must be removed within ten (10) working days.  After expiration of that time, the structure will be removed by demolition or other means suitable to remedy the complaint.  

For information only.

Financial Report

Fund balance as of June 30, 2009 was $2,090,222.02.

OTHER

Christmas Parade

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine said he would like to see the Town recognize the Christmas Parade Organization Committee for their diligence, time and effort in organizing the parade.  Town Council was in agreement with the suggestion.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine volunteered to get the information together.

Beautification of Town Signs  

Mayor Byrum said he wanted to recognize those persons involved in the beautification of the green Town of Midway signs.  Planning Board Chairman Lynn Griggs said he would send the Mayor a list of the names of those who participated in the endeavor.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






                              _____________________________________







                                 George P. Byrum, Mayor 

 _________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerkto adj
