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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON JANUARY 5, 2009, AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE FIRE AND RESCUE BUILDING, MIDWAY SCHOOL ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.   

The following Councilors were present: Todd M. Nifong, Wiley E. Nifong, Mayor Pro Tem Mike D. McAlpine, Robin S. Moon, and John Byrum. Absent: None.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Clerk Linda A. Hunt, Town Attorney James Lanik, and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.   Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of the press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS       

Ms. Betty Nifong, 183 Dublin Drive, addressed Council to express her concerns regarding proper procedures being followed at Town Council meetings.   Council took note of Ms. Nifong’s comments.  

Ms. Suzanne Dellinger, 1712 Norman Shoaf Road, addressed Council to express her concerns regarding action being taken at Town Council Planning Meetings and to urge Council to remember their fiscal responsibility with taxpayers’ money.  Council took note of Ms. Dellinger’s comments.  

ADOPT AGENDA 

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to amend the agenda to add Appointments to Davidson County Economic Development Commission Board of Directors as the first item under Regular Business and to adopt the agenda as amended.

REGULAR BUSINESS

APPOINTMENTS TO DAVIDSON COUNCIL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

This item was added to the agenda.

Due to a procedural error in making the appointments to the Davidson County Economic Development Commission Board of Directors at the December 29, 2008 Town Council Planning Meeting, the appointments made at that meeting were invalid; therefore, in order to correct the situation, Council will need to make the appointments again following the proper procedure.  

Mayor Byrum opened the floor for nominations.

Councilor Wiley Nifong nominated Councilor John Byrum to serve as the Town of Midway’s representative on the Davidson County Economic Development Commission Board of Directors.  There being no further nominations, Mayor Byrum closed the nominations and called for a vote.  Voting was as follows:  

Ayes: Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine and Councilors Todd Nifong, Wiley Nifong, Robin Moon, and John Byrum.  

Nays:  None

Councilor John Byrum was appointed to serve as the Town of Midway’s representative on the Davidson County Economic Development Commission Board of Directors.  

Mayor Byrum stated that an alternate representative would need to be appointed as well.

Mayor Byrum opened the floor for nominations for appointment of an alternate.  

Councilor Todd Nifong nominated Mayor George Byrum as serve as the Town’s alternate representative on the Davidson County Economic Development Commission Board of Directors.  There being no further nominations, Mayor Byrum closed the nominations and called for a vote.  Voting was as follows:

Ayes: Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine and Councilors Todd Nifong, Wiley Nifong, Robin Moon, and John Byrum.

Nays:  None

Mayor George Byrum was appointed as the Town of Midway’s alternate representative on the Davidson Economic Development Commission Board of Directors.

These appointments will be presented to the Davidson County Board of Commissioners for final approval.

SEWER LINE
Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Chairman of the Sewer Steering Committee, gave a brief report on the initial meeting of the Committee held on December 18, 2008.  He said the Committee’s next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

Council has expressed an interest in proceeding with the design for Sewer Line B as well but wanted to know what the additional cost would be for those services.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross said The Wooten Company has indicated it would cost an additional $30,000 for the design of Line B broken down as follows:  


Preliminary design



$ 8,500


Final design




$21,500

This would bring the total engineering costs for both Sewer Lines A and B to $80,000. The Wooten Company estimates it would take approximately 30-60 days to complete the design.  

Mr. Ross advised Council that the budget for Fiscal Year 2008-2009 would need to be amended to transfer the necessary funds to cover the engineering costs for Sewer Line A.  If Council wishes to proceed with the design of Line B, the contract with The Wooten Company would need to be approved and a budget amendment would need to be adopted as well to transfer the funds for that.  A brief discussion followed.   

On motion by Councilor Moon, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to adopt the amendment to the budget for Fiscal Year 2008-2009 to transfer $50,000 to cover the engineering costs for Line A.  The budget amendment is on file at Town Hall and is incorporated in the minutes as if fully set forth herein.    

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to approve the contract with The Wooten Company to perform the engineering services for the preliminary and final designs for Line B and to authorize the Mayor to execute the contract.

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adopt the amendment to the Fiscal Year 2008-2009 budget to transfer $30,000 for the engineering costs for Line B.  The budget amendment is on file at Town Hall and is incorporated in the minutes as if fully set forth herein.    

VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION PETITIONS
Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that the groups interested in being annexed into the Town are in the process of going through neighborhoods distributing information and obtaining signatures on the petitions for voluntary annexation.

For information only.

Council wanted to emphasize that the annexation would be “voluntary” and stated that while they are against involuntary annexation, they are 100% in favor of voluntary annexation.  

YEAR-IN-REVIEW REPORT

Town Council has approved issuing a Year-In-Review report as a means to keep Midway residents informed and to report the Town’s accomplishments over the past year (December 2007-December 31, 2008).    

Mayor Byrum asked Council if any of them were interested in helping with the preparation of the report.  Councilors Byrum and Moon volunteered to help.  Mayor Byrum said one suggestion that had been made was to include pictures of the Town Council and staff.

Councilor Moon said he hoped Council had an opportunity to review the information he had sent them about bulk mailing options and he asked if they had a preference.  The following options were reviewed:     

Bulk Mailing with USPS

1.  Bulk Mail Permit- $180 annual fee, plus, $180 application fee for permit number.  The number can be put on with rubber stamp or ink jet printer.

2.  Pre-cancelled stamps – 10-cent stamps

The Town would have to fill out an application but there would not be an application fee.  The Town would have to pay the $180 annual fee.  

Using standard mail enhanced carrier routes would cost 18.4 cents per mailing; however, software would have to be purchased to put the letters in walk sequence.  The “My Mail List and Postage Saver” software is available at Office Depot for $49.99.  Without the software, the cost would be 25.8 cents per mailing.  

Council briefly discussed the bulk mailing options.

On motion by Councilor Moon, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to use 10-cent pre-cancelled stamps option for bulk mail and to purchase the required software.

North Davidson Garbage Service has a list of all the residences in Midway and has agreed to let the Town use that list for the mailing.  There are 1,800 residences in Midway.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Recycling

Mr. Doug Steadman, owner of Cross Contracting, Inc., presented a proposal to Council at their December 1, 2008 meeting for his company and the Town of Midway to form a joint partnership for a recycling center.  At that time, Council told Mr. Steadman that someone from the Town would consider his proposal and get back in touch with him the next month with an answer.  

Councilor Todd Nifong said that a month has passed since Mr. Steadman’s proposal and he would like for Council to give him an answer on the partnership for the recycling center.  It was the consensus of Council that they were not interested in the proposal.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross is to contact Mr. Steadman to inform him of Council’s decision.       

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






                               ____________________________________







                               George P. Byrum, Mayor

_________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk

