TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
251 

                                 JANUARY 4, 2010 



MINUTES OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 4, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE MIDWAY FIRE AND RESCUE BUILDING, 228 MIDWAY SCHOOL ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.

Councilor Norman Wilkes gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: John Byrum, Mike D. McAlpine, Robin S. Moon, Todd Nifong, and Norman Wilkes.  Absent:  None.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Attorney James Lanik, Town Clerk Linda Hunt and Town Consultant Al Dillon were present.  

Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS
There were none.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the December 21, 2009 Town Council regular meeting as presented.  

ADOPT AGENDA

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as presented.    

REGULAR BUSINESS

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF EVALUATING AND REVISING THE NORTH CAROLINA TRANSPORTATION EQUITY FORMULA

On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to adopt the Resolution in Support of Evaluating and Revising the North Carolina Transportation Equity Formula.

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF EVALUATING AND REVISING THE NORTH CAROLINA TRANSPORTATION EQUITY FORMULA

WHEREAS, the North Carolina legislature implemented its Transportation Equity Formula as a result of the 1989 Highway Trust Fund Law; and

WHEREAS, significant portions of the highway system envisioned in 1989 have not been completed; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation anticipates $64 billion in unmet transportation needs through 2030; and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Equity Formula makes it more difficult to fund significant, and costly,   transportation needs such as replacing the I-85 Bridge over the Yadkin River; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation is developing a new objective multi-modal project prioritization process intended to maximize mobility, safety, and infrastructure health; and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Equity Formula does not consider any of these factors in distributing transportation funds.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Midway Town Council supports reevaluating, revising, and modifying the North Carolina Transportation Equity formula to better meet the current needs of North Carolina Citizens, Businesses, and Travelers. 

Adopted this the 4th day of January, 2010.

ANNEXATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF MIDWAY AND THE CITY OF WINSTON-SALEM - APPROVE MODIFICATION TO METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTION

In April 2005, the Winston-Salem City Council approved a resolution supporting the incorporation of the Town of Midway by the North Carolina General Assembly.  This approval was required because under the North Carolina General Statutes, any incorporation of a town within five miles of a city with a population of 50,000 or more requires the approval of that town to receive a favorable recommendation from the Joint Legislative Commission on municipal incorporations.

One condition of the City of Winston-Salem’s resolution was that Midway must enter into an annexation agreement with the City of Winston-Salem to annex into Midway any land west of Line A on the map.  The Winston-Salem City Manager and the Midway Town Administrator have negotiated an annexation agreement that preserves the restriction on Midway’s western expansion while allowing the Town to incorporate an area to Midway’s west that has developed in an urban manner.  

Under North Carolina General Statutes, annexation agreements between cities are done by ordinance approved by each city.  The agreements are for up to, but no more than, 20 years.  In these agreements, the area each city may not annex is described.  

Following the public hearing on October 6, 2009 to receive citizen input on adoption of an Ordinance Approving a Winston-Salem/Midway Annexation Agreement, the Midway Town Council voted unanimously to adopt the ordinance approving the agreement.

On December 21, 2009, the Winston-Salem Town Council adopted a like ordinance approving the annexation agreement but with a modified metes and bounds description and map (Exhibit A) that describes the line beyond which Midway may not annex.  Therefore, the Midway Town Council must call for a public hearing to receive citizen input on adoption of an Amendment to the original ordinance.  

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Moon, Town Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to be held on February 1, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building, 228 Midway School Road, in Midway to receive citizen input on adoption of an Amendment to the Ordinance Approving a Winston-Salem/Midway Annexation Agreement.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that as of November 30, 2009, the Town has a total of $2,295,006.12 in checking and savings accounts and a Fund Balance in the amount of $1,163,563.11.  


Mr. Ross said that he and Finance Director Ann Stroud recently met to discuss the Town’s financial condition and the impact of any reductions in the Town’s revenues from sales and franchise taxes would have on the Town.  There is a possibility the State may decide to take one-fourth to one-half of the Town’s sales tax revenues and one-half to all of the Town’s franchise taxes to help balance its budget.  Mr. Ross reported that the Ms. Stroud recommends Council consider delaying the sewer project until it is determined what the State does with the sales and franchise taxes.    

This item was for information only.

UPDATE ON SEWER

The next Sewer Committee meeting will be held on January 7, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine stated the Sewer Committee plans to bring several options to Council for consideration.  One option would be to construct the sewer in two phases instead of one.   The Local Government Commission (LGC) requires the Town to submit the project and the proposed funding for review and approval before the Town can proceed further.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine said the Sewer Committee will have Town Finance Director Ann Stroud to crunch the numbers for the Capital Recovery Plan.

Consultant Al Dillon said the Town should be ready to proceed with project when the Town goes out for bids.  

Councilor Norman Wilkes said he was in favor of mandatory hookups and asked what the Sewer Committee proposes.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine responded that the Committee is working on a formula for capital recovery.

Councilor Wilkes asked what the Committee needs from the Council.  Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine said the Committee needs Council approval.   

Councilor Wilkes recommended doing both Lines A and B at one time. 
This item was for discussion only.  No action taken.

REMINDER – PUBLIC HEARING – ADOPTION OF PROPOSED MAP AMENDMENTS TO THE TOWN OF MIDWAY’S ZONING ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE US HIGHWAY 52 CORRIDOR OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICT FOR CORE COMMERCIAL AREA WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWN OF MIDWAY – MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2010, AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL 

The correct date for the public hearing is Tuesday, January 19, 2010 and not as shown on the agenda.  Town Hall will be closed on Monday, January 18th, in observance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.

The public hearing notice that is to be published on January 6 and 13, 2010 in The Dispatch contains the correct date.

This item was to serve as a reminder of the public hearing.

Additional Discussion

Councilor Norman Wilkes has suggested that another section be added to the agenda format for Council Suggestions, which would give Councilors the opportunity to discuss what has been seen or heard from the community.  After discussion, it was the consensus of Council to keep the agenda format as it is.  The other Councilors said they felt there was ample opportunity for Council to speak about issues of concern or to make suggestions.     

Councilor Wilkes asked Town Administrator Ryan Ross to go ahead and check into Christmas decorations for the Town and the associated costs.  

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






           ______________________________________________                   








        George P. Byrum, Mayor

____________________________________

Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk[image: image1.png]












