TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
255 

                               JANUARY 19, 2010 



MINUTES OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 19, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.

Mayor Byrum gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: John Byrum, Mike D. McAlpine, Robin Moon, Todd Nifong and Norman Wilkes. Absent: None.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Attorney James Lanik, Town Clerk Linda Hunt, and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.  

Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS
There were none.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Norman Wilkes, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2010 Town Council meeting as presented.

ADOPT AGENDA

On motion by Councilor Robin Moon, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as presented.  

PUBLIC HEARING

ADOPT PROPOSED MAP AMENDMENTS TO THE TOWN OF MIDWAY’S ZONING ORDINANCE FOR THE US HIGHWAY 52 CORRIDOR OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICT FOR THE CORE COMMERCIAL AREA WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWN OF MIDWAY 

At their meeting on December 21, 2009, Town Council called for a public hearing to be held on January 19, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall to receive citizen input on adoption of the proposed map amendments to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance as it relates to the US Highway 52 Corridor Overlay Zoning District for the core commercial area within the Town limits that was adopted by Council on December 21, 2009.  The notice of the public hearing was published in The Dispatch on January 6 and 13, 2010 as required by law.  

The Midway Planning and Zoning Board has reviewed the proposed map amendments and it is their recommendation that Town Council adopt the map amendments to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance for the core commercial area within the Town limits.  

Benchmark CMR, Inc. Consultants Vagn Hansen and Jason Epley were present to answer any questions that may be raised.

Mayor Byrum opened the public hearing.

There being no one desiring to speak on the issue, Mayor Byrum closed the public hearing.

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine recused himself from discussing or voting on the matter, citing a possible conflict of interest because of his ownership of some property that backs up to piece of property to which sewer would be available.  

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted to adopt the map amendments to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance for the US Highway 52 Corridor Overlay Zoning District for the core commercial area within the boundaries of the Town of Midway by a 4-0 vote.  

REGULAR BUSINESS 
YEAR-IN-REVIEW REPORT

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that the costs associated with the preparation and mailing of the Town Council Year-In-Review Report are included in the current budget; however, before beginning work on the report, Mr. Ross said he wanted to make sure Council was still in agreement with issuing the yearly report this year.  

Council said they thought the Year-In-Review Report was well-received by Midway residents last year and they wanted to continue with the yearly reports.

Councilor John Byrum volunteered his assistance with the preparation of the report.  The Midway Planning and Zoning Board will also provide information for the report.

The target date for completing the report is February 15, 2010.

This item was for discussion only.

PROPOSED TOWN-WIDE LAND USE PLAN 

Planning Board Chairman Lynn Griggs informed Council that Benchmark CMR, Inc. has proposed development of a Town-wide Land Use Plan and Land Development Ordinance and it is the Board’s recommendation that Council approve Benchmark’s proposal.  

Mr. Jason Epley of Benchmark CMR, Inc. gave Council a brief overview of the work that would be involved with development of the plan and ordinance.  Mr. Epley stated that if Council approved the proposal, Benchmark could begin work on the Town-wide Land Use Plan in February with a completion date of July 2010 at a cost of $17, 500.  Once the Land Use Plan is adopted, Benchmark could then begin work on the Land Development Ordinance.  Mr. Epley stated the time frame for development of the ordinance would be July – December 2010 at a cost of $19,500.  

It was the consensus of Council that additional time was needed to study the proposal further and to place this item on the agenda for the February 1, 2010 Town Council meeting.  

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Town Administrator Ryan Ross distributed copies of two possible financial scenarios prepared by Finance Director Ann Stroud to illustrate the impact on the Town’s revenues should the State decide to withhold one-fourth (1/4) to one-half of the sales and franchise taxes.

This item was for information only.  
SEWER UPDATE 

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Chairman of the Sewer Committee, gave a brief update on the sewer project and reported that the Committee will have the Capital Recovery Plan ready to present to Council at the February 1, 2010 meeting.  A Town Council work session is scheduled for Saturday, February 6, 2010, beginning at 9:00 a.m. for Council review and discussion of the proposed plan.   

OFFICE SUPPLIES

Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council that the new table and chairs that were ordered for Town Hall will be delivered this week.  The total cost of the new furniture was $1,200 plus tax and is within budget.

VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION UPDATE 

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave a brief update on the status of the voluntary annexation petitions.  

OTHER

Appointment of Deputy Town Clerk 

Appointment of a Deputy Town Clerk would improve the efficiency of official documents being signed in the absence of the Town Clerk.  It would be appropriate for the Town Administrator to serve in that capacity if Council elects to do so.  

This item will be included on the agenda for the February 1, 2010 Town Council meeting for Council consideration.

Christmas Decorations

Town Administrator Ryan Ross and Councilor Norman Wilkes reported they have checked with vendors about various types of Christmas lights and decorations that could be put up in the Town for the Christmas holidays.  Start-up costs are estimated to be $10,000, which would cover the cost for the purchase of 20 decorations and having them put up on 20 poles.  That cost includes the $100 cost per pole for wiring and installing the lights and decorations.  Councilor Wilkes asked for Council feedback on the matter.  Concerns expressed by Council were: 1) the initial start-up costs and 2) storage space for the decorations once they are taken down.  Councilor Wilkes said he would investigate possible locations for storage and bring back the information to Council.       

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor John Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






           ______________________________________________                   








        George P. Byrum, Mayor

____________________________________
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