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MINUTES OF PLANNING SESSION OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON FEBRUARY 23, 2009 AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  

Councilor Robin Moon gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: Mike D. McAlpine, Robin S. Moon, Todd Nifong, John Byrum, and Wiley E. Nifong.  Absent: None.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Clerk Linda Hunt, Town Attorney James Lanik, and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.  Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS 
Mr. Norman Wilkes, 679 Country Lane, appeared before Council to ask about the progress on the sewer line and to update Council on the status of the shopping center formerly owned by Terry King.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A correction was made on the January 26, 2009 Planning Meeting minutes on Page 138 under Town Administrator’s Reports to reflect that Councilor Robin Moon attended the Elected Officials Dinner instead of Councilor Todd Nifong.

On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 26, 2009 Planning Meeting as amended and the February 2, 2009 Regular Meeting as presented.     

GENERAL BUSINESS

TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS 

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that he has contacted telephone equipment vendors to find out the cost for a communications system that would enable the Council to send out announcements and to better communicate with Midway residents; however, to date, he has been unable to obtain any price quotes.

Councilor Moon stated he had run into the same problem with the vendors he had contacted.

Cost information will be gathered so that Council can be prepared to act on this item at the next meeting.

This item will be placed on the March 2, 2009 Town Council Regular Meeting agenda. 

WINSTON-SALEM URBAN AREA TRANSPORTATION NEEDS – HICKORY TREE ROAD PROJECT

At Town Council’s regular meeting on February 2, 2009, Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council that the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) and the Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) have requested Midway’s support of the Hickory Tree Road Project that is on the Winston-Salem Urban Area Transportation Needs List.  The purpose of this project is to relieve congestion and assist with growth/land use by widening Hickory Tree Road to a multi-lane road (3 or more lanes) from US 52 to NC 150 (2.81 miles).  The reasoning behind this project is that Hickory Tree Road connects NC 150 with US 52, both of which have direct access into Forsyth County and Winston-Salem for the residents of northern Davidson County. The estimated cost of the project is $12,050,000 and would be fully funded by the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT).  Council determined that further information and discussion is needed before they could make a decision and the request was carried over to Council’s Planning Meeting on February 23, 2009.

Town Administrator Ryan Ross told Council that the Hickory Tree Road Project was number 13 on last year’s list but has moved up to number 12 this year.  With Council’s support, the project will maintain its place on the Transportation Needs List. 

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine said he has spoken with some residents along the area that would be affected and they look at toward what is best for the Town.  He said that he believed supporting the project would give the Town some leverage.

Councilor Todd Nifong said that before making a decision, he would like to know if the project is a 3-lane road and if so, would the third lane be a travel or turn lane.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross will find out that information and report back.

This item is to be placed on the March 2, 2009 Town Council Regular Meeting agenda.

ADOPTION OF DAVIDSON COUNTY FLOOD PLAIN ORDINANCE

Town Administrator Ryan Ross said that in order to comply with the Federal Emergency Management Agency requirement, Council will need to adopt the Davidson County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance.   The purpose of this ordinance is to promote public health, safety, and general welfare and to minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions within flood prone areas. 

This item is to be placed on the March 2, 2009 Town Council Regular Meeting agenda to call for a public hearing to receive citizen input on the adoption of the Davidson County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance.

SIGN ORDINANCE – PRESENTATION BY MIDWAY PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD   

Planning and Zoning Board Chairman Lynn Griggs presented Council with copies of the Board’s proposed sign ordinance that would restrict and regulate signage in the Town of Midway.  It is the recommendation of the Planning Board that the sign ordinance be adopted by Council.  Mr. Griggs stated that the final draft of the ordinance has been submitted to Town Attorney Jim Lanik for his review and approval.  
This item is to be placed on the March 2, 2009 Town Council Regular Meeting agenda to call for a public hearing to receive citizen input on the adoption of the sign ordinance.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave brief reports on the following items:

Letter from Board of Elections
Mayor Byrum has received a letter from Davidson County Board of Elections Director Ruth Hunneycutt regarding the upcoming Town Council election scheduled for 2009. Prior to the election, Council will need to provide the Board the following information: 1) Amount of candidacy filing fee, and 2) Any ordinances that would affect the election (such as any annexed areas).  The filing period will begin at noon on July 3, 2009 and will end at noon on July 17, 2009. 

Interest Earned on Bank Accounts  

The Town currently has bank accounts at Industrial Federal Bank and NewBridge Bank.  Interest earned on those accounts from January 1, 2008 – December 31, 2008 totaled $38,228.42.  

Update on Ralph Miller Road Property

Three bids have been received for demolition of property on Ralph Miller Road.

Planning Board Meeting

The Planning Board meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 24, 2009 has been cancelled.

Davidson County Economic Development Commission (DCEDC)

Councilor John Byrum, who serves as Midway’s representative on the Davidson County Economic Development Commission Board of Directors, gave a brief report on his first meeting with the Board on February 17th.  Councilor Byrum’s appointment to the Board must be approved by the County Commissioners before the appointment is confirmed.  Approval of Councilor By rum’s appointment is scheduled to be on agenda for the next Commissioners’ meeting.

Federal Stimulus Money

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave an update on the amount of federal stimulus money the State expects to receive.  The proposed sewer line for Midway is an eligible project for the stimulus funds; however, the State determines how the funds are to be distributed.

For information only.

Street Lights  

Town Administrator Ryan Ross stated that Duke Energy has informed him that there will be an additional delay in finishing the installation of the street lights due to not receiving the necessary easements from the N.C. Department of Transportation yet.  

Mr. Ross said that in checking with Duke Energy, it would only take an additional thirteen lights to extend the street lights on Hickory Tree Road to the town limit if Council should decide to do so.

OTHER 

Land Use Plan

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine stated that it is the recommendation of both the Planning Board and the Sewer Steering Committee that a land use plan for the Town of Midway is needed and the assistance of a professional is essential in developing the plan.  Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine pointed out that it would be a long-range plan that would serve not only for the sewer line but years down the road.    

After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of Council to place this item on the March 2, 2009 agenda.   The necessary information needed to make a decision will be gathered and presented to Council at that meeting.
Sewer Steering Committee

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine announced that the next meeting of the Sewer Steering Committee is scheduled for March 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

Town Attorney Jim Lanik updated Council on the status of the contract with Davidson County to hook-on to the County sewer.  Mr. Lanik stated he had spoken with the new County Attorney who has assured him that the revised contract would be forwarded to him as quickly as possible.  Mr. Lanik said he hoped to have a concise package to Council about the first of April.  
ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






               _____________________________________







   
    George P. Byrum, Mayor

 _________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerkto adj
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