TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
247 

                           DECEMBER 21, 2009 



MINUTES OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 21, 2009 AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.

Councilor John Byrum gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

Councilors present were: John Byrum, Mike D. McAlpine, Todd Nifong and Norman Wilkes. Absent:  Robin Moon.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Attorney James Lanik, Town Clerk Linda Hunt, and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.  

Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS
There were no speakers.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilor Nifong, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the December 7, 2009 Town Council meeting.   

ADOPT AGENDA

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as presented.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ADOPTION OF TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE TOWN’S ZONING ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE PROPOSED US HIGHWAY 52 CORRIDOR OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICT FOR CORE COMMERCIAL AREA WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWN OF MIDWAY
At their meeting on December 7, 2009, Town Council held a public hearing on the adoption of text amendments to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance to implement the proposed US Highway 52 Corridor Overlay Zoning District for the core commercial area with the boundaries of the Town of Midway.  The notice of the public hearing was published in The Dispatch on November 25 and December 2, 2009 as required by law.  There were no speakers “for” or “against” the proposed text amendments to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance.  Town Council took no action following the public hearing in order them to allow additional time for review of the proposed text amendments.  It was the consensus of Council to place this matter on the agenda for the next Town Council meeting scheduled for Monday, December 21, 2009.    

Mr. Jason Epley of Benchmark CMR, Inc. was present at the meeting to answer any questions regarding the proposed text amendments.

The following questions were raised by Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine and answered by Mr. Epley as indicated below:  

Question:   Section 17-5. Vehicular and Pedestrian Access and Circulation – Is too much setback being required under Section 17-5, especially when considering smaller businesses?  

Answer:   No problem is anticipated with the recommended setbacks.  A variance could be requested during site development meetings.  This is just a “temporary fix”.  Wording can be tweaked once the something is in place.

Question:  Section 17-12. Use Restrictions.  Is the section prohibiting animal kennels new?  If   so, how would that apply to Dr. Hanes?


Answer:     The section is new but would not apply to Dr. Hanes since he is a veterinarian.


Question:  Section 17-12. Use Restrictions.  Are green houses and nurseries considered to be included under lawn and garden?  


Answer:     They would be considered a part of that.  

Planning Board Chairman Lynn Griggs commented that the proposed text amendments are just a starting point to get some regulations in place.

Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine thanked the Planning Board and Benchmark for their work on these amendments.

Town Attorney Jim Lanik pointed out that Section 17-7. Landscaping and Screening, D. Parking Lot Landscaping, 2. Interior Parking Lot Landscaping should be included under17-6. Parking, C. Parking Layout and Design.   

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt the text amendments to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance to implement the proposed US Highway 52 Overlay Zoning District for the core commercial area within the boundaries of the Town of Midway as amended.

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING – ADOPTION OF MAP AMENDMENTS TO THE TOWN’S ZONING ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE US HIGHWAY 52 OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICT FOR CORE COMMERCIAL AREA WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWN OF MIDWAY

Town Administrator Ryan Ross stated that it will be necessary to amend the zoning maps to reflect the text amendments to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance that was just adopted by Town Council.  

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor John Byrum, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing on Tuesday, January 19, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall, 125 Gumtree Road, Midway, North Carolina to receive citizen input on adoption of map amendments to the 

Town’s Zoning Ordinance to implement the US Highway 52 Overlay Zoning District for the core commercial area within the boundaries of the Town of Midway.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Town Administrator Ryan Ross distributed copies of the Town’s financial report as of November 30, 2009 to Council and pointed out that, to date, the sales and franchise tax revenues are running well below projected (budgeted) amounts.

This item was for information only.

SEWER UPDATE

A brief update was provided on the status of the sewer project.  The Sewer Committee hopes to be able to present Council with some recommendations and possible options for a capital recovery plan by mid-January.  Pending matters are: obtaining remaining easements, adopting sewer policy, and funding the project.  Staff is currently working with the Local Government Commission (LGC) on rules and regulations regarding funding. 

This item was for information only.

STREET LIGHTS UPDATE

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported he had been in contact with Duke Energy regarding the completion of the installation of the Town’s street lights that were ordered in February 2009.  Duke Energy anticipates the project will be completed by March 2010, citing problems with easement acquisitions causing the delay.  

This item was for information only.

STREETS AND HIGHWAYS UPDATE

Town Administrator Ryan Ross provided Council with information he had received from Winston-Salem Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) TCC Committee regarding historical and the traffic growth projections for the next 25 years. 

This item was for information only. 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF EVALUATING AND REVISING THE NORTH CAROLINA TRANSPORTATION EQUITY FORMULA

Mr. Ross has been contacted by the High Point Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to request the Town of Midway’s support of evaluating and revising the North Carolina Transportation Equity Formula.

A sample resolution was provided for Council’s consideration that can be adapted for the Town of Midway if Council wishes.  The resolution will be placed on the agenda for the Town Council meeting on January 4, 2010 for Council consideration.

RE-ADOPTION OF ANNEXATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF WINSTON-SALEM AND THE TOWN OF MIDWAY

Town Administrator Ryan Ross reported that the Winston-Salem City Council will be voting on the annexation agreement at their next meeting.  City staff recommended some changes in the wording in the description and, therefore, it will be necessary for Town Council to re-approve the agreement as revised.   

Town Attorney Jim Lanik will review the proposed changes in the description and once he gives his approval, Council can proceed with re-adoption of the agreement.  

OTHER

Councilor Wilkes asked if he may speak to some issues of concern that he has heard out in the community and get Council feedback on those concerns.  

1. Water Tower – What happened to having the name of the Town of Midway painted on the new water tower owned by Davidson Water?  Town Council had voted in favor of it and approved the amount they were willing to pay.

Davidson Water’s attorney recommended the Board vote against it.  Reason cited was that it sets a precedent. 

2. Recycling of Paper and Plastic – What is the status of the Town to begin offering recycling services to its residents?

North Davidson Garbage does not currently have the equipment to provide that service; however, they have purchased a new building with the thought of possibly purchasing the necessary equipment that would enable them to offer that service.  North Davidson Garbage has estimated it would cost the Town an additional $72,000 per year to provide recycling services. Davidson County has also been considering the possibility of beginning a county-wide recycling program but that was delayed due to budget constraints.  If the County were to implement such a program, the Town of Midway could possibly link onto that.

3. Christmas Decorations and Lights in Business District - Nothing was done this year but would like to see that done by next year.

Colonel Dillon explained what the Village of Clemmons had done and the cost involved with regard to installing its Christmas decorations.  Electrical work has to be done to install a plug into the power poles to connect the lights.  A storage area would be needed to keep the decorations/lights once they are taken down.  In addition to paying for the electrical work and storage space is the cost of the decorations themselves.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.






           ______________________________________________                   








        George P. Byrum, Mayor

____________________________________

Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk[image: image1.png]



