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MINUTES OF PLANNING SESSION OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON AUGUST 25, 2008, AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  

Councilor Todd Nifong gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.   

The following Councilors were present: Mike D. McAlpine, Robin S. Moon, Todd Nifong and Wiley E. Nifong.    Absent:  John E. Byrum.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross, Town Clerk Linda Hunt, Town Attorney James Lanik, and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.  Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

No members of press were in attendance.

PUBLIC ADDRESS 
There were none.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilor Moon, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the July 28, 2008 Planning Meeting, August 5, 2008 Regular Meeting, and August 18, 2008 Sewer Informational Meeting with The Wooten Company as presented.

GENERAL BUSINESS

SEWER UPDATE

On August 18, 2008, Town Council held a Sewer Informational Meeting with Mr. Buck Kennedy and Mr. John Grey, consultants with the engineering firm The Wooten Company.  Council had engaged The Wooten Company to assist in searching for grant money which could be used to help fund the sewer project.  After an extensive research of grant agencies and discussions with elected officials, the consultants reported that Midway does not qualify for grant money through any agency except possibly the Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF).   To qualify for the CWMTF, there must be a critical need, such as failing septic systems or contaminated streams.    

Town Administrator Ryan Ross pointed out that the consultants had advised that the next step for Council would be to decide if it is in the Town’s best interest to move forward with the project.  If Council decides to move forward with the project, the consultants recommended Council develop and adopt a policy for sewer extensions and hook-ups and design standards.  Mr. Ross informed Council that he is in the process of gathering the necessary information and that he and Town Attorney Jim Lanik will work together to develop the policy for Council’s review and consideration.  

Town Consultant Al Dillon recommended that the policy be in place before approaching local businesses that would benefit from the sewer system about making contributions toward the costs.  Mr. Dillon also stated that such a policy would need to be given to the County Manager so Midway could get the County’s input before proceeding any further.  Mr. Dillon said he understands the sense of urgency of getting the policy ready.  He said that he believed the policy could be ready for Council review by the October 27th Council Planning Meeting. 

DISCUSSION ON ORDINANCES - PUBLIC HEARINGS HELD AT THE REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING ON AUGUST 4, 2008 

A. ANIMAL CONTROL 

Councilor Todd Nifong said he thought Davidson County’s animal control ordinance is sufficient and, therefore, he is against making adding further restrictions to the ordinance.

Councilor Moon said he thought that there wasn’t enough “teeth” in the ordinance as it is and is favor of tightening it up.  He said that for safety reasons, he would like to see the ordinance amended to include a provision that would require owners to have their dogs under control at all times.  

Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine said that he felt the current ordinance is strict enough but that it needs better enforcement.

Consultant Al Dillon suggested that each Councilor go through the animal control ordinance individually and make notes of any specific changes they would like to be made. 

Councilor Todd Nifong stated he was opposed to amending any of the ordinances; however, he is in favor of adopting a noise ordinance.

B. NOISE 

Councilor Todd Nifong said that he liked the Town of Archdale’s noise ordinance.  (A copy of that ordinance has been given to Council as an example to go by.) 

C. ADULT ENTERTAINMENT

Town Attorney Jim Lanik informed Council that this issue could be addressed through the zoning ordinances.

D. DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS WITHIN TOWN LIMITS

Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine and Councilor Todd Nifong said they were opposed to this ordinance; however, they would be willing to look at any changes that were suggested.

E. WEAPONS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

Town Consultant Al Dillon said that this issue could be addressed simply by posting a sign on the building that no weapons are allowed.

TOUR OF TOWN HALL IN CLEMMONS – SET DATE

Council selected Thursday, September 4, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. to tour the town hall facilities in Clemmons to be led by Consultant Al Dillon.  Mr. Dillon provided Council with directions to the location.  A notice of the planned tour will be posted on the Town Hall bulletin board.

Planning Board members were invited to attend as well.

PROCLAMATION – FALL LITTER SWEEP – SEPTEMBER 20 – OCTOBER 4, 2008

Mayor Byrum proclaimed September 20 – October 4, 2008 as Fall Litter Sweep time and encouraged citizens to take an active role in making their communities cleaner.  
POSTING OF MINUTES ON TOWN WEBSITE

It was the consensus of Council that a Digest of Town Council Action be prepared by the Town Clerk after each meeting and posted on the Town’s website as soon as possible in order to inform citizens of actions taken by Council more quickly.  Minutes of the meetings will continue to be posted on the website once approved by Council.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Reminder – Next Regular Meeting Will Be Held on Tuesday, September 2, 2008 Due to the Labor Day Holiday Falling on Monday 

For information only.

Reminder – Elected Officials Dinner Meeting – Thursday, September 18, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Missionary Alliance Church

For information only.

Resolution – Interstate 85 Yadkin River Bridge

This item was added to the agenda at the request of the Town Administrator.

The Davidson County Board of Commissioners has adopted a resolution in opposition of the I-85 Yadkin River bridge replacement being undertaken as a toll project and in support of a statewide transportation bond package and in support of removal of interstate highways from the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Equity Funding Formula and in support of federal funding of the I-85 Yadkin River bridge replacement.

This item will be placed on the agenda for the September 2, 2008 regular Town Council meeting for consideration.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adjourn.






               _____________________________________







   
   George P. Byrum, Mayor

 _________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerkto adj
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