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MINUTES OF  MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE WOOTEN  COMPANY HELD ON AUGUST 18, 2008, AT 6:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order.    

The following Councilors were present: John E. Byrum, Todd M. Nifong, Wiley E. Nifong, and Robin S. Moon.  Absent: Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine.   Town Administrator Ryan Ross and Consultant Alfred Dillon were present.  Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

Also in attendance were Buck Kennedy and John Grey of The Wooten Company.

This meeting had been scheduled at the August 4, 2008 Regular Town Council Meeting.

DISCUSSION OF SEWER SYSTEM

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss progress on obtaining grants and how the Town could move forward.

The representatives of The Wooten Company reported the following.

The Wooten Company has discussed Midway’s situation with The Rural Center, USDA , USDA Rural Development, Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF) , Senator Stan Bingham and representative from Senator Marc Basnight’s office.  In addition, The Wooten Company has had conversations with NCDENH Construction Grants and Loans  and looked into the use of Community Development Block Grants, Golden LEAF and Tobacco Trust Fund.

Midway does not qualify for grant money through any agency except possibly CWMTF if a critical need can be established.  An example of a critical need is failing septic systems or contaminated streams.  If CWMTF money is used, mandatory hook ups will be required.

The benefits of moving forward without grant or loan agency are:

1. There is no mandatory hook-up policy.

2. There is no minimum monthly user charge threshold to achieve.

3. There is no extended period of uncertainty while awaiting award of a grant or low interest loan.

4. The Town may certainly transfer ownership of the sewer to Davidson provided the bank is agreeable (if a bank is involved).

Once the backbone of the sewer is constructed, the Town could use grant funds to serve areas with failing septic systems.

Additional suggestions to Town are to:

1. Secure a long term wastewater treatment agreement with Davidson County before committing to construct the project.

2. Develop and adopt sewer extension and hook-up policies and design standards. Nothing prevents the town from adopting Davidson County policies and standards if Davidson County provides Operations and Maintenance and extension services.

3. Develop a financial feasibility report that clearly demonstrates a strategy that establishes the sewer system as a self-supporting enterprise.

The next steps are to decide on moving forward with design with local funds.  Investigate critical needs further.  If none can be substantiated, move forward with sewer construction with Town funds and contributions from local businesses that will benefit from sewer system.  

Decide if moving forward is in best interest of the Town.  If so, make the investment.

A question and answer period followed.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned.  






               _____________________________________







   
   George P. Byrum, Mayor

 _________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerkto adj
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