TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
42
 APRIL 7, 2008


MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON APRIL 7, 2008, AT 7:00 P.M. AT MIDWAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE BUILDING, MIDWAY SCHOOL ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Byrum called the meeting to order and welcome everyone present.

Councilor John Byrum gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.

The following Councilors were present: John E. Byrum, Todd M. Nifong, Mayor Pro Tem Mike C. McAlpine, and Robin S. Moon.  Absent: Wiley E. Nifong.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross and Town Clerk Linda A. Hunt were present.  Consultant Alfred Dillon was present.  Town Attorney James Lanik was present.  Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

PUBLIC ADDRESS
Ms. Anna Marie Abbott, 144 Mason Knoll Drive, spoke in favor of the Council adopting an ordinance to regulate noise and set measurement standards for sound levels during different parts of the day and week.  Ms. Abbott stated her interest in the Town having a noise ordinance stems from the fact that her son is a member of a professional band that practices in a building behind her house and some the neighbors had complained about the noise level to the Sheriff’s Department.  Ms. Abbott said it would be beneficial if there were times the band knew they could practice without violating any ordinances.   

Mr. Dan Wishnietsky, 300 Bent Oak Drive, encouraged Council to remember the Town’s vision and expressed his concern that some of the proposed ordinances being considered might be intrusive.  He also expressed his appreciation to Council for making slow, deliberate decisions that are cost-effective.  

Mr. Norman Wilkes, Country Lane, requested Council consider having landscaping done around the decorative signs to make them more attractive.  Mr. Wilkes expressed his concern about the amount of trash that is along the roads in Midway; however, he was glad to see that Council had endorsed the Governor’s Litter Sweep 2008 program.  Mr. Wilkes told Council he appreciated their moving forward with approving sewer grant applications because sewer is vital for the Town’s growth.  

ADOPT AGENDA

Mayor Byrum stated that the minutes of the February 28 and March 3, 2008 Town Council meetings needed to be added to the agenda for approval.

On motion by Councilor Moon, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as amended.

APRROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 28, 2008 Town Council Planning Meeting as presented.

On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to approve the amended March 3, 2008 minutes.  

PRESENTATION/PROCLAMATION

PRESENTNATION – FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP – NORTH CAROLINA FLOODPLAIN MAPPING PROGRAM – MR. MARK STAFFORD, CFM

Mr. Mark Stafford, CFM, gave a presentation on the North Carolina Floodplain Mapping Program, covering the following topics:

· Overview of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

· Origin and Goals of the NC Floodplain Mapping Program

· Mapping Process

· Davidson County Study Results

· Impacts of New Maps on Flood Insurance Rates

· Impacts of New Maps on Floodplain Management

· Overview of Website and Using the Floodplain Mapping Information System (FMIS)

PROCLAMATION – SPRING LITTER SWEEP – APRIL 19 THROUGH MAY 3, 2008

Mayor Byrum presented the Spring Litter Sweep 2008 Proclamation declaring April 19 - May 3, 2008, as Litter Sweep time in Midway and encouraged citizens to take an active role in making their community cleaner.

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC HEARING – ADOPTION OF THE ORDINANCES OF DAVIDSON COUNTY – ORDINANCE No. 08-01

At its meeting on February 4, 2008, Town Council called for a public hearing to be held to receive citizen input on adoption of the Ordinances of Davidson County.  Notice of the public hearing was published in The Dispatch and Winston-Salem Journal on February 13 and 20, 2008 as required by law.

Mayor Byrum opened the public hearing to receive citizen input on the adoption of the Ordinances of Davidson County.

Ms. Suzanne Dellinger stated that although adoption of the Davidson County Ordinances is a good start, the ordinances do not go far enough, especially in the planning and zoning area.  She stated that the Town needs its own ordinances.  She said that if the residents want Midway to be like they want it to be, planned, thoughtful growth is needed.  She urged Council to adopt Smart Growth Planning and keep the Town family friendly.      

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine told Ms. Dellinger that he agrees with her concerns.  He said that Council is looking to Town Attorney Jim Lanik to codify all the Town’s ordinances and the first step is to adopt the Davidson County Ordinances.  Council has already talked to the Midway Planning and Zoning Committee about these concerns.  He pointed out that once Midway reaches a population of 5,000, the Town will be required to codify the ordinances and although Midway’s population is less than 5,000, it is very close to that number.  Based on the advice of the Town Attorney, Council feels it is the best interest of the Town to proceed with the codification since it is anticipated that Midway will exceed the 5,000 population number in the near future.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine said one of Council’s concerns is signage and that it is important that the Town’s restrictions be even tighter than the Davidson County Ordinances.  

Councilor Todd Nifong said that Ms. Dellinger had made some good points.  He said that the Council is just trying to lay down some backbone right now to get something in place and once that is done, the Midway Planning and Zoning Committee can tweak the ordinances to the Town’s needs.  Councilor Nifong said he was surprised and disappointed that the ordinances weren’t in place earlier.

Town Attorney Jim Lanik said that he would like to point out that the Town of Midway is just under the 5,000 population that requires codification of the Town’s ordinances.  He stated that it is much easier to start codification from the beginning than to wait until the Town reaches 5,000 and then go back and have to recodify.  He stated that adopting the Davidson County Ordinances is just the foundation on which to build.

Mr. Lanik said that once Midway was incorporated, the Davidson County Ordinances stayed in effect for 60 days; however, once those 60 days were over, the Davidson County Ordinances no longer applied.  Therefore, since August of 2006, the Town basically had no ordinances.

Town Administrator Al Dillon commented that some authority needs to be given to the Midway Planning and Zoning Committee by changing the Committee to a Board.

Mayor Byrum closed the public hearing.

On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt Ordinance No. 08-01 adopting the Davidson County Ordinances.

REGULAR BUSINESS

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 5, 2008 – AMENDMENT TO CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING REGULATION AND CONTROL OF ABANDONED/UNINHABITABLE REAL PROPERTY AND VEHICLES – ORDINANCE NO. 08-02
On motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to be held on May 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building on Midway School Road for the purpose of receiving citizen input concerning adoption of Ordinance No. 08-02 which would amend the Midway Code of Ordinances regarding regulation and control of abandoned/uninhabitable real property and vehicles within the boundaries of the Town’s corporate limits.

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 5, 2008 – AMENDMENT TO CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING LITTER PREVENTION – ORDINANCE NO. 08-03
On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to be held on May 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building on Midway School Road for the purpose of receiving citizen input concerning adoption of Ordinance No. 08-03 which would amend the Midway Code of Ordinances regarding litter prevention within the boundaries of the Town’s corporate limits.

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 5, 2008 – AMENDMENT TO CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING REGULATION AND CONTROL OF JUNKYARDS – ORDINANCE NO. 08-04
On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to be held on May 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building on Midway School Road for the purpose of receiving citizen input concerning adoption of Ordinance No. 08-04 which would amend the Midway Code of Ordinances regarding regulation and control of junkyards within the boundaries of the Town’s corporate limits.

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 5, 2008 – AMENDMENT TO CODE OF ORDINANCES ESTABLISHING THE MIDWAY PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD AND BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – ORDINANCE NO. 08-05
On motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Mike McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to be held on May 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building on Midway School Road for the purpose of receiving citizen input concerning adoption of Ordinance No. 08-05 which would amend the Midway Code of Ordinances BY establishing the Midway Planning and Zoning Board and Board of Adjustment pursuant to N.C.G.S § 160A-361 and N.C.G.S. § 160A-388. 

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 5, 2008 – AMENDMENT TO FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008 BUDGET – BUDGET ORDINANCE 08-06

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to be held on May 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building on Midway School Road for the purpose of receiving citizen input concerning reallocation of funds between categories pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 159-15.

CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON MAY 5, 2008 – ADOPTION OF PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-2009
On motion by Councilor Moon, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to call for a public hearing to be held on May 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Midway Fire and Rescue Building on Midway School Road for the purpose of receiving citizen input concerning adoption of the proposed Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Budget Ordinance pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 159-7 et seq. 

ADOPT RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A REVISED MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR THE WINSTON-SALEM URBAN AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION – RESOLUTION NO. 01-08

On motion by Mayor Pro Tem McAlpine, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to adopt Resolution No. 01-08 authorizing the execution of a revised memorandum of understanding for the Winston-Salem Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization.

APPROVE AGREEMENT WITH NORTH DAVIDSON GARBAGE SERVICE, INC. FOR SOLID WASTE REMOVAL SERVICES AND AUTHORIZE MAY TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT

The Midway Volunteer Fire Department has requested Council to consider providing solid waste removal services for the Midway Volunteer Fire and Rescue Building at 228 Midway School Road.  

On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to amend the agreement with North Davidson Garbage Service, Inc. to include solid waste removal services for the Midway Volunteer Fire and Rescue Building at 228 Midway School Road and authorize the Mayor to sign the contract as amended, subject to approval by the Town Attorney.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave the following reports:

Amendments to Code of Ordinances – Update on possible code amendments to regular internet cafes, adult bookstores and nightclubs, and noise.  

Street Lights – Update on installation status.  

Structure for Community Organizations to Place Information Signs – Possibility and location of structure.

Town Hall Day - Consultant Alfred Dillon encouraged the Town Council to attend Town Hall Day in Raleigh on Wednesday, June 4, 2008.  Town Hall Day activities begin at 10:30 a.m. and end with a 5:00 p.m. reception with the State legislators.  Mr. Dillon emphasized that Town Hall Day provides Council with the opportunity to meet with legislators, observe the House and Senate in session, and receive legislative briefings.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Moon, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________









      George P. Byrum, Mayor

_______________________________

      Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk

