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MINUTES OF PLANNING SESSION OF MIDWAY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON APRIL 28, 2008, AT 7:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL, 125 GUMTREE ROAD, MIDWAY, NORTH CAROLINA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor George Byrum called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  

Councilor Robin Moon gave the invocation and led in the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the opening gavel.   

The following Councilors were present: John E. Byrum, Todd M. Nifong, Mayor Pro Tem Mike D. McAlpine, and Robin S. Moon. Absent: Wiley E. Nifong.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross and Town Clerk Linda A. Hunt were present.  Consultant Alfred Dillon and Town Attorney James Lanik were present.   Each Councilor had been furnished an agenda prior to the meeting.

PUBLIC ADDRESS 
There were none.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Councilor Byrum, Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the March 31, 2008 and April 7, 2008 Town Council meetings as presented.

ADOPT AGENDA

Mayor Byrum requested that the order of Item 1. Amendments to Town of Midway Code of Ordinances and Item 2. Budget Ordinances under VI. GENERAL BUSINESS, be reversed in order to accommodate Finance Officer Ann Stroud’s schedule.

On motion by Councilor Moon, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as amended.

GENERAL BUSINESS

BUDGET ORDINANCES
Finance Officer Ann Stroud reviewed Budget Ordinance No. 08-06 that amends the Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Budget Ordinance to reallocate funds between categories.  This item will be on the May 5, 2008 Town Council agenda for a public hearing to receive citizen input on the amendment.

Finance Officer Ann Stroud reviewed the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2008-2009.  This item will be placed on the May 5, 2008 Town Council Regular Meeting agenda for a public hearing to receive citizen input on the proposed budget.

TOWN OF MIDWAY CODE OF ORDINANCES

Council reviewed the following Ordinances for the Town of Midway Code: 

1. Regulation and Control of Abandoned and Uninhabitable Real Property and Vehicles – Ordinance No. 08-02

2. Litter Prevention – Ordinance No. 08-02

3. Regulation and Control of Junk – Ordinance No. 08-04

4. Establishing Town of Midway Planning and Zoning Board and Board of Adjustment – Ordinance No. 08-05

Councilor Todd Nifong expressed his concern that the term “junk” was not being specifically identified in the proposed junk ordinance.  Consultant Alfred Dillon suggested possibly adding another paragraph to make it more specific.  Town Attorney Jim Lanik agreed.  

Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine asked for clarification on the abandoned vehicles section of the proposed ordinance regulating and controlling abandoned and uninhabitable real property and vehicles and stated his concern about the impact it might have on farmers who use the vehicles for spare parts for their equipment.  He suggested possibly adding an exclusion clause in the proposed amendment for bona fide farms in Midway.  A definition of a “bona fide farm” will need to be determined.

Town Attorney Jim Lanik encouraged Council to call him if they had any additional questions or concerns about the proposed ordinances.

The four proposed Ordinances to the Midway Code of Ordinances as outlined above will be placed on the May 5, 2008 Town Council Regular Meeting agenda for public hearings to receive citizen input regarding the ordinances as proposed.

The Midway Planning and Zoning Committee are meeting Tuesday, April 29th, to review the proposed ordinances to the code in detail.

REVIEW OF DRAFT LETTER TO THE DAVIDSON COUNTY BOARD COMMISSIONERS REGARDING THE FEE TO HOOK-ON TO THE DAVIDSON COUNTY SEWER

Council reviewed the draft letter to the Davidson County Board of Commissioners which requests the Board to consider waiving the fee of $359,000 to hook-on to the Davidson County sewer line and discussed possibly changing some of the wording.  Council also discussed whether or not to include the specific amount of $359,000 in the letter but it was the consensus of Council to leave the amount in the letter.  

Town Administrator Ryan Ross will finalize the letter for signature and then mail it to the County Commissioners.

EXECUTION OF REVISED AGREEMENT WITH NORTH DAVIDSON GARBAGE SERVICE, INC. FOR SOLID WASTE REMOVAL SERVICES 

Town Administrator Ryan Ross informed Council that as approved at the April 7, 2008 Regular Town Council meeting, the agreement with North Davidson Garbage Service, Inc. for Solid Waste Removal Services has been revised to also include the Town providing garbage service for the Midway Fire Department and Rescue Building.  The Fire Department will receive five (5) rollout containers.

Mr. Ross stated that the garbage service is scheduled to begin May 1, 2008; therefore, the revised agreement needs to be approved and the Mayor authorized to sign the agreement.

On motion by Councilor Byrum, seconded by Councilor Todd Nifong, Council voted unanimously to approve the revised agreement with North Davidson Garbage Service, Inc. that adds providing solid waste removal services for the Midway Fire Department and Rescue Building and to authorize the Mayor to sign the revised agreement.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS

Town Administrator Ryan Ross gave the following reports:

Request for Leash Law – Several complaints have been received regarding dogs running loose.  Mr. Ross will research the matter further.

Update on Delay of Installation of Street Lights – Duke Energy had a problem with obtaining encroachment agreements from the State so it will probably be June before they get the street lights installed.  Mr. Ross will continue to follow-up on the matter.

Request from Midway Volunteer Fire Department to Participate in the Local Government Retirement System – Town Administrator stated that he had checked into this request and it would not be legal to allow the Midway Volunteer Fire Department to participate in the retirement system since the firemen are not employees of the Town.

Reminder – Spring Litter Sweep – April 19 – May 3, 2008 – Trash bags, gloves, and vests have been received and are at Town Hall if any volunteer groups want to participate in the Spring Litter Sweep.

Reminder – Town Hall Day – Wednesday, June 4, 2008 – Consultant Al Dillon strongly encouraged as many Council members as possible to attend Town Hall Day in Raleigh.  

Trash Containers – Numerous questions and concerns have been received regarding garbage collection services that the Town began providing May 1st.  Some residents have stated they did not want the service.  Others have voiced concerns regarding elderly/disabled persons not being able to get the trash bin to and from the road and requested backyard service.  Consultant Al Dillon suggested having a letter of waiver for service signed by those individuals not wanting the service.  Although there have been some complaints about the Town providing the service, Mr. Ross said that he has also received positive comments.  

Farmers Market – This item will be placed on the agenda for the May 5th regular Council meeting.  Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine said he thought the Farmers Market should be restricted to locally grown produce and local crafts.  He also said he thought restroom facilities should be provided.  Town Administrator Ryan Ross will check into the details further and report his findings at the next Council meeting.  Council said they wanted to make sure the Town would not have any liability connected to the Farmers Market.

ADJOURNMENT 
On motion by Councilor Todd Nifong, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Mike McAlpine, Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.





_____________________________________








  George P. Byrum, Mayor

 _________________________________

       Linda A. Hunt, Town Clerk

